THE HOLY SEED CHURCH

GL. OB. AL. NE. WS

How to Study your Bible 4 times In a year

It is important to thoroughly read the Bible, but simply reading the Bible is not the same as
studying. The Divine Word of God deserves respect and ought to be understood and practiced.
The Bible is one of the most misinterpreted books ever written, and most people can find it
very hard to understand. The Bible records a long time of history including many cultures and
ages, as well as relating and correlating to any modern era; it is translated from the original
manuscripts in Hebrew, Greek, and Aramaic by reputable scholars. The goal of studying the
Bible is to understand the message in the correct context. If you struggle with where to start
with your Bible reading, how often to read your Bible, how much to read in one sitting, or how

to get things out of it (apply it to your life/practice it), this article can help.

General Approach

Plan your study. Set aside a time and place to study. Develop a plan of
what you want to read each day in a calendar. Having a plan excites
you to discover what you learn from God's Word for that day; it will
also keep you organized, keeping track of what passages you have

covered and what lessons you have learned from each.[1]
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Get a good study Bible. Choose a translation to use during 76r sfudy. oﬁ ‘éhould
select from translations as opposed to simple paraphrases, as this makes sure you are
reading the originally translated text not a commentator's interpretation.

o Avoid bibles that have been translated from Latin, rather than
the original Greek and Hebrew. These, like a game of telephone,
can get incorrectly translated.

o Always ensure your understanding of a passage you have read fits with
the entire doctrine of the Bible (which is God's Redemption Plan of
Salvation, 2 John 1:7-10); any revelation you get that does not fit the
doctrine of Jesus alone must be cast away. Also you must look at years
of Church history to compare your findings with history. If you discover
something that everyone in Church history disagrees with, you are
most certainly wrong (heretics don't proceed with caution- they go
ahead thinking they are the new prophet in town!) To be thus a good
student of the Word, you should research: the Puritan Hard drive is a
good place to start as well as Ligonier Ministries and Wretched radio (it
has links to great Biblical Christian sites and Church History). Be
careful not to be arrogant in the course of studying. It's so easy to
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boast of your findings rather than prayerfully meditate on them.
Studying extensively is good, you should know what the foundations of
the faith are but make sure your ability to recall names of people
throughout Church history does not exceed your ability to remember
the Scriptures Word for Word! (Food for thought, Joshua 1:7-9)
Remember even those who are illiterate can have a deeper
understanding of the Word and deeper relationship with God than you
do because they meditate on it. Simply knowing names and things is
not good enough. You must practice and preach what you practice.

- Good formal equivalence translations include the New Revised
Standard Version[2] or the English Standard Version. Good
combination translations include Today's New International
Version and the Holman Christian Standard Bible. A good
dynamic equivalence translation is the Contemporary English
Version, although strictly dynamic equivalence translations are
usually frowned on by serious scholars.

43 [ & (ow 1o Study the Bible
Study the Bible with an attitude of prayer. This should be the first step in understanding the
Bible. Bible study should be approached with a prayerful desire to learn. Discipline yourself to
be with the Word. The Bible will come alive for you. It is spiritual food.
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Pray. Ask God to help you understand his word before you even begin (In Ephesians 1:16-23
there is a prayer for Wisdom and Revelation that Paul prayed for the Church that you can also
pray for yourself. In Ephesians 3:14-21 there is a prayer for Spiritual Maturity that Paul
prayed for the Church, and that you can pray for yourself). God will reveal His Word to you.
Don't assume a parable or story just because it seems vague. Don't try to interpret the Bible.
"Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation." (2 Peter
1:20,21) That's where misunderstandings come from.
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Focus on the New Testament first. Though the New Testament complements the Old, and the
Old complements the New, it is better to read the New Testament first if you are a
novice.[3] The Old Testament will make better sense if you read the New Testament first.
Consider reading John first. It's best to start with John, as it's the easiest Gospel to read,
identifies who Jesus really is, and prepares you for the other 3. It would help to read it 2 or 3
times to get a good understanding of the author, topic, context, and characters. Read 3
chapters per day. Concentrate on your reading. and be patient.[4]

When you're done with John, move on to Mark, Matthew, and Luke. As those tend
to be the next easiest material. Read all the books -one after the other- until you
have read all the Gospels.
When you're done with the Gospels, consider reading the letters from Romans to
Jude. Because Revelation is pure prophecy not covered in the New Testament, stay
out of there for now. When you get a good familiarity with the major prophets,
then tackle Revelation.
Pick out topics to study. A topical study is very different than a book study or a
chapter study. The subject index of most Bibles have specific areas of study. Once
you have found an interesting topic, you begin by doing a rough read through of
the verses. This will give you a general oversight of what the verses have to say.
For example: salvation, obedience, sin, etc. Remember: reading a chapter several
times will help you find things that you might have missed or skipped over before.
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Studying Techniques
Use the dictionary. Make sure that you look up words in the chapter that you are
reading from. This will help you understand the Bible better.

Have a Bible notebook. This will keep you accountable to reading every day. Also, ask yourself
questions and write them down in your Bible notebook. Use the "who", "what", "when",
"where", "why", and "how" formula for your studies. For instance, "Who was there?", "What
was happening?", "Where is this happening?", "How did it turn out?". This simple formula will
make the story make sense.

Highlight important stuff or things you really like in your own bible. But don't do this if it
belongs to someone else.

Use cross-references and footnotes if you have them in your Bible. These are little numbers
and symbols which tell you to look somewhere else in the text for more information, or show
you when something was previously discussed. Footnotes, usually found at the bottom of a
given page, will tell you where information is coming from or explain complex ideas or
historical events and concepts.

o Try picking out a few words that jumped at you and looking them up in a
concordance to find other verses talking about the same thing.
Follow the references in your Study Bible back to the first time it was used. This is
where a chain reference Bible is essential.

Keep a journal. You don't have to write a lot. Just use a notebook page with the date,
book/chapter/verse on the top. Ask yourself some questions and outline what you are
reading. This helps to show you what God is revealing to you through His Word. Write
out ideas or verses or thoughts that come into mind as you read. Think "Who, What,
When, Where, Why, How." Answer every possible question under each category.
Compare your findings with what you know the Bible teaches. Then look them over
and pray about it.

. Get rid of all distractions
Turn off the television or radio. Unless you're studying with a group, try to find a quiet
place where you have a table to read and take notes. This is alone time between you
and God.

Studying with Others
o Find a Bible study group. Find a group of people that you can study with. The text is
very complicated and having some help to get through it will be very important. They
will also help keep you motivated and inspired.

« Share what you have found with others within your Bible study group. Discuss what you
have read with others who may have more experience reading and studying the Bible
than you do.

o Don't take what someone else says about the topic, except as a guide. Let the Bible
inspire you. Increasing your knowledge about Biblical Principles will only come after
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years of dedication, hard work, and just plain reading.

The Bible is not just one book from Genesis to Revelation. There are 66 books,

each from different authors at different times. Several authors have written more

than one book, but they were written at different times for different reasons. You
will find similar subjects and meanings throughout all the books of the Bible.

Sample Study Plan

Decide your order. You can certainly read the New Testament in order if that suits you,
but there are some plans that read the books out of order for a purpose. One is
described in the following steps.

Start with the Gospels. Each Gospel paints a different picture of Jesus. Matthew shows
Jesus as King; Mark shows Jesus as Rabbi (Many scholars believe that Mark is Peter's
son. (1 Peter 5: 12 & 13) Further study shows that this Mark is actually the missionary
that worked with Paul 2 Tim 4:11); Luke shows Jesus as man (Luke was a physician,
probably a Greek, from Asia Minor (Col 4:14); and John shows Jesus as God, that is, the
Messiah.

o Read John again for continuity. This will give you a more complete picture of the
Gospels. John was the last Gospel written. Matthew through Luke are known as

the "Synoptic Gospels" because they tell the same basic story, bringing in their

own points as directed. John fills in the gaps of what the others leave out. It's a

book that completes the story of the Gospels.

o Read Acts next. Acts, also known as "The Acts of the Apostles" was written by Luke, and
is a picture of the revelation and development of the early church.

Read Galatians through Philemon. These 6 shorter letters are personal letters from Paul
to 3 of the churches he had visited, and to 3 of his friends, Timothy, Titus, and
Philemon.

o Read The Epistle to the Romans. This shows the means, and the path to

Salvation, then the Epistles to the Corinthians. This is the introduction to the

Holy Spirit and develops His doctrine and Gifts, followed by Hebrews through
Jude. The teachings of the early church elders.

o Unless you have been a Christian for some time, and you have a good grounding

in prophecy, leave Revelation for the more serious students in their study times.
Move on to the Old Testament. The Old Testament is compiled in the order for

convenience, not chronology.[5] You can read it by groups to make things easier. There
are 929 chapters in the Old Testament. If you read 3 per day, you will have read it in 10

months.
(@]

Read Genesis. This is the creation and early relationship with God.
o

Move on to Exodus through Deuteronomy. This is the Law.
o
o

Read the history books. Joshua through Esther.
Following the history section, read the books of wisdom and poetry.
Job, often said to be the oldest book, shows how one man's relationship
with God and man went, and is full of lessons on how it could have gone
better. It's a great lesson on what God expects of man.
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= The Psalms is the writings of a king of Israel who was a man after God's
own heart despite the fact that he was not only a sinner, but a convicted
killer.

= The Song of Solomon, also known as the Song of Songs, was written by

King Solomon in his youth. It was a work of poetry by a young man in love.
King Solomon was the wisest and wealthiest man in the world.
= Proverbs was King Solomon'’s writings as an adult when he was King of
Israel and was learning his hard lessons.
= Ecclesiastes was King Solomon's lamentations of a man who had spent his
life on riotous living, many wives, concubines, wine, women and song.
Ecclesiastes is the book of lessons of what not to do.
o Following the books of wisdom and poetry, get started in the 5 major prophets:
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, & Daniel.
o Move on to the 12 minor prophets to finish the Old Testament.

How Will Studying the Bible Help Me?
The Bible is no ordinary book. The words within its pages are like medicine to your soul. It has
the power to change your life because there is life in the Word! (See Hebrews 4:12.)

Jesus says in John 8:31-32 (AMP), “If you abide in My word [continually obeying My teachings
and living in accordance with them, then] you are truly My disciples. And you will know the
truth...and the truth will set you free....”

These verses have brought me to a simple conclusion: If we don’t study God’s Word
consistently and apply this truth to our lives, we will lack the power we need to mature in
Christ and glorify God in this world.

So no matter where you are in your walk with God, I want to encourage you to start spending
time in His Word today and be determined to stick with it! You'll find that every time you
study the Bible and pay attention to what you're reading, you’'re learning something.

Proverbs 4:20-22 says, My son, be attentive to my words...for they are life to those who find
them... The word “attend” means to pay attention to, give some time to something. To attend
to the Word of God is a lot more than just reading; it's meditating on it.

We need to get into agreement with what God wants us to do because, as the writer of
Proverbs says, these words are life! When you need an encouraging word, or you'rein a
negative environment, it's good to know that you can find life (plus healing and health) in

God’s Word.

What do I Study?
There’s really no wrong place to start. You can study anything that’s going to help you. If
you're dealing with anger or fear, use a concordance and locate those words to see which
scriptures talk about them.

When I first started studying the Word, I didn't have very good relationships and I didn’t
really understand what love was.

As I studied the subject of love, I learned that it’s more than a warm, fuzzy feeling; it's a
decision you make every day to treat people the way Jesus would treat them.
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By studying what the Bible says about love, I learned how to love. That's when my life really
began to change. Being able to apply what you study to your life, like I did on the subject of
love, is just one picture of what studying the Bible looks like.

Practical Steps to Study the Bible
Here are four steps you can take to begin digging into God’s Word now:
- Purposely set aside time. I make an appointment with God in the mornings, but if that
doesn’t work for you, find a time that does...even if it’s not every day. Whatever you can do,
that’s what you need to do. Just start somewhere and you'll see the fruit that this time brings
to your life!
- Make preparation for your Bible study. Have a place that you enjoy being—a room in your
house where you can be alone, or somewhere you are comfortable and like to be.
- Have all your materials available. You’ll want your Bible of course, but also get a good Bible
dictionary, concordance, a pen and paper. That way, you don’t have to stop every few minutes
to reference something or write something down.
- Prepare your heart. Talk to God about things you may need to confess, and enter your study
time peacefully and without anything that may block you from receiving revelation during
your study.
Make it a top priority in your life to study God’s Word because there is power in it to change
your life and help you become the person God wants you to be. And that’s the best possible
life you can ever have!
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WHO WROTE THE BIBLE?
HOW TO STUDY YOUR BIBLE 4 TIMES IN A YEAR

NE. WS

SOURCES

HUMAN AUTHORS SCRIBES+SCHOLARS
Where did the PROPHETS Moses - Led Israel, gave | The people
. Human who spoke - :
original authors ; the original Torah who edited
; and wrote the God's ) .
get their behalf. OT Books are | David - Produced Songs and copied
materials? often named after Isaiah, Jeremiah, Joel, the books
their primary author etc. over centuries
DIVINE INSPIRATION: SAGES HISTORIANS ORGANIZED
The ancients Wise people (like | Humans who chronicled | Scribes pulled
believed that the Solomon) who stories in ways that made together
Old Testament was | wrote proverbs, a theological point (E.g., documents

Eyewitness
testimony

wrote under
Apostles' authority

Matthew - Wrote a Gospel
Paul - Wrote letters to
churches
Mark - Wrote Peter's
Gospel

written by riddles, stories, Luke) written over
humans, and and songs. long stretches
inspired by God's of time into
Spirit (1timothy cohesive
3:16; 2Timothy documents.
1:21) e.g., Psalms,
Proverbs
APOSTLES+ ASSOCIATES PRESERVED CONONIZED
Oral traditions Close followers of | Matthew - Wrote a Gospel | Jewish and
Ancient Songs Jesus who led the Paul - Wrote letters to Christian
Wise sayings early church, plus churches Scholars kept
Letters decrees a few non- Mark - Wrote Peter's and copied
Historical records Apostles who Gospel sacred texts.

Eventually, humans made
the call as to which books
belonged in what we call
"THE BIBLE" (This didn't
happen until centuries
after Jesus Christ).

The Holy Seed Church Daily Activities
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How to Study your Bible 4 times in a year

(A)AII Scripture /s given by inspiration of God, (B)and /s profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
[alinstruction in righteousness, (C)that the man of God may be complete, (D)thoroughly equipped for every
good work. 2 Timothy 3:16-17

How the church began

God looked at everything he has made and h
morning came that was the sixth day. And s¢
the seventh day God finished what he had bé
blessed the seventh day and set it apart as sp
completed his creation and stopped working
and Eve genesis 13:2:14

The apostles were gathered in one place. A
heaven. It filled with the Holy Spirit. Acts o

Now I beseech you brethren by the name of our
and that there be no divisions among you, but that
same judgment 1Corinthia
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It is important to thoroughly read the Bible, but simply reading the Bible is not the same as studying. The
Divine Word of God deserves respect and ought to be understood and practiced. The Bible is one of the
most misinterpreted books ever written, and most people can find it very hard to understand. The Bible

records a long time of history including many cultures and ages, as well as relating and correlating to any
modern era; it is translated from the original manuscripts in Hebrew, Greek, and Aramaic by reputable

scholars. The goal of studying the Bible is to understand the message in the correct context. If you struggle
with where to start with your Bible reading, how often to read your Bible, how much to read in one sitting,
or how to get things out of it (apply it to your life/practice it), this article can help.
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Read the cover to cover by investing as little as 30 minutes a day. In 90

THE HOLY SEED CHURCH

GL. OB. AL. NE. WS

READING SCHEDULE 4 TIMES IN A YEAR

days (two grace are included) you'll see the big picture of God's great story
unfold before you.

NO. START END DATE|” |INO.| START END DATE |
01 | Genesis 1:1 |Genesis 16:16 []] 46 || Proverbs 7:1 Przo(;/. ezrlbs ]
- oo, Proverbs Ecclesiastes ]
02 |Genesis 17:1||Genesis 28:19 [/ 47 50025 g
Genesis . _ Ecclesiastes ||Song of Song |:|
03 58:20 Genesis 40:11 ‘D 48 31 3:14
04 Genesis | -enesis 50:26 49| Isaiah 1:1 | Isaiah 13:22 h
40:12
05 Exodus 1:1 || Exodus 15:18 ‘D 50 | Isaiah 14:1 || Isaiah 28:29 |:|
06 EIXSO_CES Exodus 28:43 ‘I:I 51| Isaiah 29:1 || Isaiah 41:29 O
07 Exodus 29:1 | Exodus 40:38 ‘D 52 | Isaiah 41:19 || Isaiah 52:12 |:|
L _ Leviticus h : _ , . —
08 Leviticus 1:1 14:32 53 | Isaiah 52:13 || Isaiah 66:18 L]
Leviticus Leviticus , _ Jeremiah ]
09 1433 626 [1]/ 54 | Isaiah 66:19 1013
Leviticus iy _ Jeremiah Jeremiah ]
10 6.0, | Leviticus 8:14 [1] 55 1014 g
11 Numbers  |Numbers 21:7 []| 56 |Jeremiah 23:9 Jeremiah ]
8:15 33:22
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14 a1 5311 59 1 Ezekiel 12:20 ]
Deuteronomy| Deuteronomy ] : _ . . []
15 73:12 34:12 60 || Ezekiel 12:21 | Ezekiel 23:39
16 Joshua 1:1 | Joshua 14:15 []]|61 | Ezekiel 23:40 | Ezekiel 35:15 ]
17 || Joshua 15:1 | Judges 3:7 ]1162 || Ezekiel 36:1 ||Ezekiel 47:12 []
18 | Judges 3:28 | Judges 15:12 []| 63 | Ezekiel 47:13 | Daniel 8:27 []
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2 Samuel , _ _ Matthew
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