THE HOLY SEED CHURCEH

The Day of Pent@c@sft "Feast of Weeks"

7x7 Weeks = 49+1 =50 Pentecost

Leviticus 23:1-2, 4, 9-16 And the LORD spake unto
Moses, saying, (2) Speak unto the children of Israel, and
say unto them, [Concerning] the feasts of the LORD,
which ye shall proclaim [tp] be]4 holy convocations,
[even] these [are] my feasts. These [are] the feasts of

the LORD, [even] holy convocations, which ye shall
proclaim in their seasons. E[And the LORD spake unto
Moses, saying, (10) Speak unto the children of Israel,
and say unto them, When ye be come into the land
which I give unto you, and shall reap the harvest thereof,
then ye shall bring a sheaf of the firstfruits of your
harvest unto the priest: (11) And he shall wave the
sheaf before the LORD, to be accepted for you: on
the morrow after the sabbath the priest shall wave it.
(12) And ye shall offer that day when ye wave the sheaf
an he lamb without blemish of the first year for a burnt
offering unto the LORD. (13) And the meat offering
thereof [shall be] two tenth deals of fine flour mingled with
oil, an offering made by fire unto the LORD [for] a sweet
savour: and the drink offering thereof [shall be] of wine, the
fourth [part] of an hin. (14) And ye shall eat neither bread,
nor parched corn, nor green ears, until the selfsame day
that ye have brought an offering unto your
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God: [it shall be] a statute for ever throughout your
generations in all your dwellings. (15) And ye shall
count unto you from the morrow after the sabbath,
from the day that ye brought the sheaf of the wave
offering; seven sabbaths shall be complete: (16) Even
unto the morrow after the seventh sabbath shall ye
number fifty days; and ye shall offer a new meat
offering unto the LORD.
Notes:

» Holy Convocation = Holy Gathering

* Morrow after the Sabbath = Sunday (1st Day)

* He Lamb = Jesus; he is the first fruit of them that

died and rose from the dead to live forever.

John 20:1-4, 8-20, 26-28 The first [day] of the
week cometh Mary Magdalene early, when it was
yet dark, unto the sepulchre, and seeth the stone
taken away from the sepulchre. (2) Then she runneth,

and cometh to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple,
whom Jesus loved, and saith unto them, They have taken
away the Lord out of the sepulchre, and we know not

8 Then went |n also that other dlscuole whlch .
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came first to the sepulchre, and he saw, and believed. (9)
For as yet they knew not the scripture, that he must

rise again from the dead. (10) Then the disciples went
away again unto their own home. (11) But Mary stood

without at the sepulchre weeping: and as she wept, she o




stooped down, [and looked] into the sepulchre, (12) And
seeth two angels in white sitting, the one at the head, and
the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain.
(13) And they say unto her, Woman, why weepest
thou? She saith unto them, Because they have taken
away my Lord, and | know not where they have laid
him. (14) And when she had thus said, she turned herself
back, and saw Jesus standing, and knew not that it was Jesus.
(15) Jesus saith unto her, Woman, why weepest thou?
whom seekest thou? She, supposing him to be the
gardener, saith unto him, Sir, if thou have borne him
hence, tell me where thou hast laid him, and | will take
him away. (16) Jesus saith unto her, Mary. She turned
herself, and saith unto him, Rabboni; which is to say,
Master. (17) Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for |
am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my
brethren, and say unto them, | ascend unto my Father,
and your Father; and [to] my God, and your God. (18)
Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she
had seen the Lord, and [that] he had spoken these things
unto her. (19) Then the same day at evening, being the
first [day] of the week, when the doors were shut where
the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, came
Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto them, Peace
[be] unto you. (20) And when he had so said, he
shewed unto them his hands and his side. Then were
the disciples glad, when they saw the Lord And
after eight days again his disciples were within, and
Thomas with them: [then] came Jesus, the doors being
shut, and stood in the midst, and said, Peace [be] unto
you. (27) Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy
finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand,
and thrust [it] into my side: and be not faithless, but
believing. (28) And Thomas answered and said unto
him, My Lord and my God.
Notes:

* Yet=Still

* When Mary got there, Jesus was already gone

because he rose just before the end of the
Sabbath (7th Day).

1 Corinthians 15:12-14, 20-23 Now if Christ be
preached that he rose from the dead, how say some
among you that there is no resurrection of the dead? (13)
But if there be no resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not
risen: (14) And if Christ be not risen, then is our
preaching vain, and your2ofaith is also va But now is
Christ risen from the dead, [and]

become the firstfruits of them that slept. (21) For since by
man [came] death, by man [came] also the resurrection
of the dead. (22) For as in Adam all die, even so in
Christ shall all be made alive. (23) But every man in his
own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are
Christ’s at his coming.

Leviticus 23:15-21 And ye shall count unto you from
the morrow after the sabbath, from the day that ye
brought the sheaf of the wave offering; seven
sabbaths shall be complete: (16) Even unto the
morrow after the seventh sabbath shall ye number
fifty days; and ye shall offer a new meat offering unto
the LORD. (17) Ye shall bring out of your habitations
two wave loaves of two tenth deals: they shall be of fine
flour; they shall be baken with leaven; [they are] the
firstfruits unto the LORD. (18) And ye shall offer with
the bread seven lambs without blemish of the first
year, and one young bullock, and two rams: they shall be
[for] a burnt offering unto the LORD, with their meat
offering, and their drink offerings, [even] an offering
made by fire, of sweet savour unto the LORD. (19) Then
ye shall sacrifice one kid of the goats for a sin offering, and
two lambs of the first year for a sacrifice of peace offerings.
(20) And the priest shall wave them with the bread of the
firstfruits [for] a wave offering before the LORD, with
the two lambs: they shall be holy to the LORD for the
priest. (21) And ye shall proclaim on the selfsame day, [that]
it may be an holy convocation unto you: ye shall do no servile
work [therein: it shall be] a statute for ever in all your
dwellings throughout your generations.

Notes:
* 7 Sabbaths X 7 Days = 49 Days +1 = 50
* Pentecost means 50
« This Day represents the Year of Jesus' return.
» Pentecost always falls on a Sunday.
» Leaven Bread/First Fruit = Repented Servants of
God

Acts 1:1-6, 8-12 The former treatise have | made, O
Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach,
(2) Until the day in which he was taken up, after that he
through the Holy Ghost had given commandments unto
the apostles whom he had chosen: (3) To whom also he
shewed himself alive after his passion by many infallible
proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of
the things pertaining to the kingdom of God: (4) And,

being assembled together with [them], commanded them that
they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the

promise of the Father, which, [saith he], ye have heard of me.
(5) For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be
baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence. (6)

When they therefore were come together, they asked of him,
saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore

again the kingdom to Israel?% But ye shall receive

power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and




ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in
all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost
part of the earth. (9) And when he had spoken these
things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud
received him out of their sight. (10) And while they looked
stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men
stood by them in white apparel; (11) Which also said, Ye

men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same
Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come

in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven. (12) Then
returned they unto Jerusalem from the mount called
Olivet, which is from Jerusalem a sabbath day's journey.

Notes:
*  Theophilus = Most Excellent
* This was the last time Jesus was seen on the
Earth atop the Mount of Olives.
»  After Jesus was resurrected, he was here on
Earth for 40 days.

Acts 2:1-3 And when the day of Pentecost was fully
come, they were all with one accord in one place. (2)
And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a
rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they
were sitting. (3) And there appeared unto them cloven
tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them.
Notes:
* Rushing mighty wind = a flock of angels
* Cloven tongues = Angels
* The Angels were there to interpret Peter’s words
to the rest of Israel who were from other nations
and spoke different languages.

*  There were only Israelites present. No one from
another nation was there.

Exodus 3:1-6 Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his
father in law, the priest of Midian: and he led the flock
to the backside of the desert, and came to the mountain
of God, [even] to Horeb. (2) And the angel of the LORD
appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a
bush: and he looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire,
and the bush [was] not consumed. (3) And Moses said, |
will now turn aside, and see this great sight, why the
bush is not burnt. (4) And when the LORD saw that he
turned aside to see, God called unto him out of the midst
of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses. And he said, Here

[am] I. (5) And he said, Draw not nigh hither: put off thy
shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest
[is] holy ground. (6) Moreover he said, I am the

God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac,
and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for he was
afraid to look upon God.

Notes:

» God spoke through the mouth of an angel in the
burning bush.

Daniel 5:1-6, 25-28, 30-31 Belshazzar the king made
a great feast to a thousand of his lords, and drank wine
before the thousand. (2) Belshazzar, whiles he tasted the
wine, commanded to bring the golden and silver vessels which
his father Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the temple which
[was] in Jerusalem; that the king, and his princes, his wives,
and his concubines, might drink therein.
(3) Then they brought the golden vessels that were taken
out of the temple of the house of God which [was] at
Jerusalem; and the king, and his princes, his wives, and
his concubines, drank in them. (4) They drank wine,
and praised the gods of gold, and of silver, of brass, of
iron, of wood, and of stone. (5) In the same hour came
forth fingers of a man's hand, and wrote over against
the candlestick upon the plaister of the wall of the king's
palace: and the king saw the part of the hand that wrote.
(6) Then the king's countenance was changed, and his
thoughts troubled him, so that the joints of his loins were
loosed, and his knees smote one against another. 25 And
this [is] thgwriting that was written, MENE, MENE, TEKEL,
UPHARSIN:'(26) This [is] the interpretation of the thing:
MENE; God hath numbered thy kingdom, and finished
it. (27) TEKEL; Thou art weighed in the balances, and art
found wanting. (28)
PERES; Thy kingdom is divided, and given to the
Medes and Persians.39 In that night was Belshazzar
the king of the Chalt®ans slain. (31) And Darius the
Median took the kingdom, being about threescore and
two years old.
Notes:

* Fingers of a man’s hand = Angel

*  Wanting = Lacking

* Medes = Russians

» Persians = Iranians

Ezekiel 2:1-2, 8-10 And he said unto me, Son of man,
stand upon thy feet, and I will speak unto thee. (2) And
the spirit entered into me when he spake unto me, and set me
upon my feet, that | heard him that spake unto me. 8 B
thou, son of man, hear what | say unto thee; Be not th

rebellious like that rebellious house: open thy




mouth, and eat that I give thee. (9) And when | looked,
behold, an hand [was] sent unto me; and, lo, a roll of a
book [was] therein; (10) And he spread it before me;
and it [was] written within and without: and [there
was] written therein lamentations, and mourning,
and woe.
Notes:

* Hand = Angel

* Roll of a book = The Word of God

Ezekiel 3:1-5 Moreover he said unto me, Son of man,
eat that thou findest; eat this roll, and go speak unto the
house of Israel. (2) So I opened my mouth, and he caused
me to eat that roll. (3) And he said unto me, Son of man,
cause thy belly to eat, and fill thy bowels with this roll that I
give thee. Then did | eat [it]; and it was in my mouth as
honey for sweetness. (4) And he said unto me, Son of
man, go, get thee unto the house of Israel, and speak
with my words unto them. (5) For thou [art] not sent to
a people of a strange speech and of an hard language,
[but] to the house of Israel;

Notes:

+ Eat=Read

Revelation 10:1-3, 8-11 And | saw another mighty
angel come down from heaven, clothed with a cloud:
and a rainbow [was] upon his head, and his face [was] as
it were the sun, and his feet as pillars of fire: (2) And he
had in his hand a little book open: and he set his right foot
upon the sea, and [his] left [foot] on the earth, (3) And
cried with a loud voice, as [when] a lion roareth: and
when he had cried, seven thunders uttered their voices.
And the voice which | heard from heaven spake unto me
again, and said, Go [and] take the little book which is open
in the hand of the angel which standeth upon the sea and
upon the earth. (9) And | went unto the angel, and said
unto him, Give me the little book. And he said unto me,
Take [it], and eat it up; and it shall make thy belly bitter,

but it shall be in thy mouth sweet as honey. (10) And |
took the little book out of the angel’s hand, and ate it up; and
it was in my mouth sweet as honey: and as soon as | had eaten

it, my belly was bitter. (11) And he said unto me, Thou
must prophesy again before many peoples, and
nations, and tongues, and kings.
Notes:
» God allowed an angel to appear before
Ezekiel whole to give him a message.

Acts 2:4-5 And they were all filled with the Holy
Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the
Spirit gave them utterance. (5) And there were dwelling at
Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every nation under
heaven.
Notes:

* Holy Ghost = Word of God

»  Other tongues = other languages

2 Peter 1:16, 19-21 For we have not followed
cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto
you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but
were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 19 [ ]

We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye
do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a
dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in
your hearts: (20) Knowing this first, that no prophecy of
the scripture is of any private interpretation. (21) For the
prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy
men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.

Numbers 11:10-12, 14-17, 24-25 Then Moses heard
the people weep throughout their families, every man in
the door of his tent: and the anger of the LORD was
kindled greatly; Moses also was displeased. (11) And
Moses said unto the LORD, Wherefore hast thou afflicted
thy servant? and wherefore have | not found favour in thy
sight, that thou layest the burden of all this people upon
me? (12) Have | conceived all this people? have |
begotten them, that thou shouldest say unto me, Carry
them in thy bosom, as a nursing father beareth the
sucking child, unto the land which thou swarest unto

their fathers? I am not able to bear all this people

alone, because it is too heavy for me. (15) And if thou
deal thus with me, kill me, | pray thee, out of hand, if |
have found favour in thy sight; and let me not see my
wretchedness. (16) And the LORD said unto Moses,
Gather unto me seventy men of the elders of Israel, whom
thou knowest to be the elders of the people, and officers
over them; and bring them unto the tabernacle of the
congregation, that they may stand there with thee. (17)
And | will come down and talk with thee there: and I will
take of the spirit which is upon thee, and will put it upon
them; and they shall bear the burden of the people with
thee, that thou bear it not thyself alone. (24) And
Moses went out, and told the people the words of the
LORD, and gathered the seventy men of the elders of the
people, and set them round about the tabernacle. (25) And
the LORD came down in a cloud, and spake unto him,
and took of the spirit that was upon him, and gave it unto
the seventy elders: and it came to pass, that, when the
spirit rested upon them, they prophesied, and did not
cease.
Notes:

» Everyone spoke the same language.




1 Corinthians 14:1-2, 18-22, 27-28 Follow after
charity, and desire spiritual gifts, but rather that ye may
prophesy. (2) For he that speaketh in an unknown tongue
speaketh not unto men, but unto God: for no man
understandeth him; howbeit in the spirit he speaketh
mysteries. [18thank my God, | speak with tongues more
than ye all: (19) Yet in the church I had rather speak five

words with my understanding, that by my voice | might teach
others also, than ten thousand words in an unknown

tongue. (20) Brethren, be not children in understanding:
howbeit in malice be ye children, but in understanding
be men. (21) In the law it is written, With men of other
tongues and other lips will | speak unto this people; and yet
for all that will they not hear me, saith the Lord. (22)
Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them that
believe, but to them that believe not: but prophesying
serveth not for them that believe not, but for them which
believe. 277If any man speak in an [unknown] tongue, [let
it be] by two, or at the most [by] three, and [that] by
course; and let one interpret. (28) But if there be no
interpreter, let him keep silence in the church; and let
him speak to himself, and to God.
Notes:

» Speak with tongues = many languages

-
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Drunk with Talse doctrine

Isaiah 28:1, 7-12 Woe to the crown of pride, to the
drunkards of Ephraim, whose glorious beauty is a fading
flower, which are on the head of the fat valleys of them
that are overcome with winef7But they also have erred
through wine, and through strorrg drink are out of the way;
the priest and the prophet have erred through strong drink,
they are swallowed up of wine, they are out of the way
through strong drink; they err in vision, they stumble in
judgment. (8) For all tables are full of vomit and
filthiness, so that there is no place clean. (9) Whom
shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make
to understand doctrine? [them that are] weaned from
the milk, [and] drawn from the breasts. (10) For
precept [must be] upon precept, precept upon precept;
line upon line, line upon line; here a little, [and] there a
little: (11) For with stammering lips and another tongue will
he speak to this people. (12) To whom he said, This [is] the
rest [wherewith] ye may cause the weary to rest; and this
[is] the refreshing: yet they would not hear.
Notes:

* Ephraim = Israel

+ Strong Drink = False doctrine

*  Milk = Word of God

*  Another tongue = other languages
* This people = Israel, His Priests

AcCts 2:5-11 And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews,
devout men, out of every nation under heaven. (6) Now
when this was noised abroad, the multitude came
together, and were confounded, because that every

man heard them speak in his own language. (7) And
they were all amazed and marvelled, saying one to another,
Behold, are not all these which speak Galilaeans?

(8) And how hear we every man in our own tongue,
wherein we were born? (9) Parthians, and Medes, and
Elamites, and the dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in
Judaea, and Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Asia, (10)
Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the parts of
Libya about Cyrene, and strangers of Rome, Jews and
proselytes, (11) Cretes and Arabians, we do hear

them speak in our tongues the wonderful works of

God.
Notes:

» Every one present was an lIsraelite out of all the
countries they dwelt. They were Israelites who
spoke the tongue of the nations they were born.
They were there to keep the feast of Pentecost as
it is commanded in the Word of God.

* The angels interpreted Peter’s words to them

Deuteronomy 16:9-17 Seven weeks shalt thou number
unto thee: begin to number the seven weeks from [such time
as] thou beginnest [to put] the sickle to the corn. (10) And
thou shalt keep the feast of weeks unto the LORD thy
God with a tribute of a freewill offering of thine hand,
which thou shalt give [unto the LORD thy God],
according as the LORD thy God hath blessed thee: (11)
And thou shalt rejoice before the LORD thy God, thou,
and thy son, and thy daughter, and thy manservant, and
thy maidservant, and the Levite that [is] within thy gates,
and the stranger, and the fatherless, and the widow, that
[are] among you, in the place which the LORD thy God
hath chosen to place his name there. (12) And thou shalt
remember that thou wast a bondman in Egypt: and thou
shalt observe and do these statutes. (13) Thou shalt
observe the feast of tabernacles seven days, after that thou
hast gathered in thy corn and thy wine: (14) And thou shalt
rejoice in thy feast, thou, and thy son, and thy daughter,
and thy manservant, and thy maidservant, and the Levite,
the stranger, and the fatherless, and the widow, that [are]
within thy gates. (15) Seven days shalt thou keep a solemn
feast unto the LORD thy God in the place which the LORD
shall choose: because the LORD thy God shall bless thee in all
thine increase, and in all the works of thine hands, therefore
thou shalt surely rejoice.

(16) Three times in a year shall all thy males appear
before the LORD thy God in the place which he shall
choose; in the feast of unleavened bread, and in the




feast of weeks, and in the feast of tabernacles: and they
shall not appear before the LORD empty: (17) Every man
[shall give] as he is able, according to the blessing of the
LORD thy God which he hath given thee.
Notes:

»  Stranger = Non-Israelites

Acts 2:12-21 And they were all amazed, and were in
doubt, saying one to another, What meaneth this? (13)
Others mocking said, These men are full of new wine.

(14) But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his

voice, and said unto them, Ye men of Judaea, and all [ye] that
dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and hearken to

my words: (15) For these are not drunken, as ye suppose,
seeing it is [but] the third hour of the day.
(16) But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel;
(17) And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith
God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your
young men shall see visions, and your old men shall
dream dreams: (18) And on my servants and on my
handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my Spirit; and
they shall prophesy: (19) And | will shew wonders in
heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath; blood, and
fire, and vapour of smoke: (20) The sun shall be turned
into darkness, and the moon into blood, before that great and
notable day of the Lord come: (21) And it shall come to
pass, [that] whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord
shall be saved.
Notes:

»  Spirit = The Word of God

Joel 2:28-32 And it shall come to pass afterward, [that]
I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons
and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall
dream dreams, your young men shall see visions: (29)

And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids
in those days will I pour out my spirit. (30) And | will
shew wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, and
fire, and pillars of smoke. (31) The sun shall be turned
into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the
great and the terrible day of the LORD come. (32)
And it shall come to pass, [that] whosoever shall call on
the name of the LORD shall be delivered: for in mount
Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the LORD
hath said, and in the remnant whom the LORD shall call.

Revelation 6:12-17 And I beheld when he had opened the
sixth seal, and, lo, there was a great earthquake; and the sun
became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as
blood; (13) And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth,
even as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is
shaken of a mighty wind. (14) And the heaven departed as
a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain and
island were moved out of their places.

(15) And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and
the rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty
men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid
themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains;
(16) And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and
hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the throne, and
from the wrath of the Lamb: (17) For the great day of his
wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?

Jewish/ldumea/Edom

Isaiah 34:1-5, 8 Come near, ye nations, to hear; and
hearken, ye people: let the earth hear, and all that is
therein; the world, and all things that come forth of it.

(2) For the indignation of the LORD is upon all nations,
and his fury upon all their armies: he hath utterly
destroyed them, he hath delivered them to the slaughter.
(3) Their slain also shall be cast out, and their stink shall
come up out of their carcases, and the mountains shall be
melted with their blood. (4) And all the host of heaven shall

be dissolved, and the heavens shall be rolled together as a
scroll: and all their host shall fall down, as the leaf falleth off

from the vine, and as a falling fig from the fig tree. (5) For
my sword shall be bathed in heaven: behold, it shall
come down upon ldumea, and upon the people of my
curse, to judgment. 8Fdr it is the day of the LORD'S
vengeance, and the year of fecompences for the controversy of
Zion.
Notes:

» Indignation = Righteous Anger. Ire, Fury

» People of the Lord's curse = Edomites

» Day of the Lord's Vengeance = Armageddon

4.8
Matthew 24:1-5, 12-15, 21-22, 27-31 And Jesus
went out, and departed from the temple: and his disciples
came to him for to shew him the buildings of the temple.
(2) And Jesus said unto them, See ye not all these things?

)




verily | say unto you, There shall not be left here one stone
upon another, that shall not be thrown down. (3) And as
he sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto
him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things
be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the
end of the world? (4) And Jesus answered and said unto
them, Take heed that no man deceive you. (5) For
many shall come in my name, saying, | am Christ; and

shall deceive many. 12 because iniquity shall
abound, the love of many shall wax cold. (13) But he that
shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.

(14) And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in
all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then
shall the end come. (15) When ye therefore shall see the

abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet,
stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him

understand:) 2LjFor then shall be great tribulation, such
as was not sirce the beginning of the world to this time,
no, nor ever shall be. (22) And except those days should
be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the
elect's sake those days shall be shortened27-For as the
lightning cometh out of the east, and shiffeth even
unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of
man be. (28) For wheresoever the carcase is, there will
the eagles be gathered together. (29) Immediately after the
tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the
moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from
heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken: (30)
And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in
heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn,
and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds
of heaven with power and great glory. (31) And
he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet,
and they shall gather together his elect from the four
winds, from one end of heaven to the other.
Notes:

*  The Wailing Wall was not part of the Temple.

»  Abomination of Desolation = Man of Sin

*  Tribulation = 3 1/2 Years

* His Elect = Israel

*  Trumpet = Last Trumpet

\fg —

" Great Trumpet/7th Trumpet

1 Corinthians 15:51-54 Behold, | shew you a
mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be
changed, (52) In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye,
at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the
dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be
changed. (53) For this corruptible must put on

incorruption, and this mortal [must] put on
immortality. (54) So when this corruptible shall have
put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on
immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that
is written, Death is swallowed up in victory.

Notes:

e Last Trump = the 7th Trumpet
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Leviticus 25:1-14 And the LORD spake unto Moses in
mount Sinai, saying, (2) Speak unto the children of
Israel, and say unto them, When ye come into the land
which | give you, then shall the land keep a sabbath unto
the LORD. (3) Six years thou shalt sow thy field, and six
years thou shalt prune thy vineyard, and gather in the fruit
thereof; (4) But in the seventh year shall be a sabbath of
rest unto the land, a sabbath for the LORD: thou shalt
neither sow thy field, nor prune thy vineyard.
(5) That which groweth of its own accord of thy harvest
thou shalt not reap, neither gather the grapes of thy vine
undressed: [for] it is a year of rest unto the land. (6) And
the sabbath of the land shall be meat for you; for thee,
and for thy servant, and for thy maid, and for thy hired
servant, and for thy stranger that sojourneth with thee,
(7) And for thy cattle, and for the beast that [are] in thy
land, shall all the increase thereof be meat. (8) And thou
shalt number seven sabbaths of years unto thee, seven
times seven years; and the space of the seven sabbaths of
years shall be unto thee forty and nine years. (9) Then
shalt thou cause the trumpet of the jubile to sound on the
tenth [day] of the seventh month, in the day of atonement
shall ye make the trumpet sound throughout all your land.
(10) And ye shall hallow the fiftieth year, and proclaim
liberty throughout [all] the land unto all the inhabitants
thereof: it shall be a jubile unto you; and ye shall return
every man unto his possession, and ye shall return every
man unto his family. (11) A jubile shall that fiftieth
year be unto you: ye shall not sow, neither reap that
which groweth of itself in it, nor gather [the grapes]
in it of thy vine undressed. (12) For it [is] the jubile; it
shall be holy unto you: ye shall eat the increase thereof
out of the field. (13) In the year of this jubile ye shall
return every man unto his possession. (14) And if
thou sell ought unto thy neighbour, or buyest [ought] of
thy neighbour's hand, ye shall not oppress one another:
Notes:

» Jubilee = Rejoicing

» Jesus will return in the 50th Year (Jubilee)

on the Day of Atonement.
»  Everyone will return to their own country/land.
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Deuteronomy 14:22-26 Thou shalt truly tithe all the
increase of thy seed, that the field bringeth forth year by
year. (23) And thou shalt eat before the LORD thy God, in
the place which he shall choose to place his name there, the
tithe of thy corn, of thy wine, and of thine oil, and the
firstlings of thy herds and of thy flocks; that thou mayest

learn to fear the LORD thy God always. (24) And if the way
be too long for thee, so that thou art not able to carry it;
[or] if the place be too far from thee, which the LORD
thy God shall choose to set his name there, when the
LORD thy God hath blessed thee: (25) Then shalt thou
turn [it] into money, and bind up the money in thine hand,
and shalt go unto the place which the LORD thy God shall
choose: (26) And thou shalt bestow that money for
whatsoever thy soul lusteth after, for oxen, or for
sheep, or for wine, or for strong drink, or for
whatsoever thy soul desireth: and thou shalt eat there
before the LORD thy God, and thou shalt rejoice,
thou, and thine household,
Notes:

* Turn into money = sell it

* Tithe =10%

» Bestow = give, donate

Extras:

1 Peter 2:1-2 Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile,
and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings, (2) As
newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye
may grow thereby:

Isaiah 27:12-13 And it shall come to pass in that day, [that]
the LORD shall beat off from the channel of the river unto the
stream of Egypt, and ye shall be gathered one by one, O ye
children of Israel. (13) And it shall come to pass in that day,
[that] the great trumpet shall be blown, and they shall
come which were ready to perish in the land of Assyria,
and the outcasts in the land of Egypt, and shall worship
the LORD in the holy mount at Jerusalem.

Matthew 3:16-17 And Jesus, when he was baptized, went
up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were
opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending
like a dove, and lighting upon him: (17) And lo a voice from
heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased.

Luke 3:21-22 Now when all the people were baptized, it came
to pass, that Jesus also being baptized, and praying, the heaven
was opened, (22) And the Holy Ghost descended in a bodily
shape like a dove upon him, and a voice came from heaven,
which said, Thou art my beloved Son; in thee | am well
pleased.

John 1:51 And he saith unto him, Verily, verily, | say unto
you, Hereafter ye shall see heaven open, and the angels of God
ascending and descending upon the Son of man.

Acts 7:51-53 Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and
ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers [did],
so [do] ye. (52) Which of the prophets have not your fathers
persecuted? and they have slain them which shewed before of
the coming of the Just One; of whom ye have been now the
betrayers and murderers: (53) Who have received the law by
the disposition of angels, and have not kept [it].

1 Corinthians 14:20-26 Brethren, be not children in
understanding: howbeit in malice be ye children, but in
understanding be men. (21) In the law it is written, With [men
of] other tongues and other lips will | speak unto this people;
and yet for all that will they not hear me, saith the Lord. (22)
Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them that believe, but
to them that believe not: but prophesying [serveth] not for
them that believe not, but for them which believe. (23) If
therefore the whole church be come together into one place,
and all speak with tongues, and there come in [those that are]
unlearned, or unbelievers, will they not say that ye are mad?
(24) But if all prophesy, and there come in one that believeth
not, or [one] unlearned, he is convinced of all, he is judged of
all: (25) And thus are the secrets of his heart made manifest;
and so falling down on [his] face he will worship God, and
report that God is in you of a truth. (26) How is it then,
brethren? when ye come together, every one of you hath a
psalm, hath a doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a revelation, hath
an interpretation. Let all things be done unto edifying.

Acts 10:1-6, 25-28 There was a certain man in Caesarea called
Cornelius, a centurion of the band called the Italian [band],

(2) [A] devout [man], and one that feared God with all his
house, which gave much alms to the people, and prayed to
God alway. (3) He saw in a vision evidently about the ninth
hour of the day an angel of God coming in to him, and saying
unto him, Cornelius. (4) And when he looked on him, he was
afraid, and said, What is it, Lord? And he said unto him, Thy
prayers and thine alms are come up for a memorial before
God. (5) And now send men to Joppa, and call for [one]
Simon, whose surname is Peter: (6) He lodgeth with one
Simon a tanner, whose house is by the sea side: he shall tell
thee what thou oughtest to do. And as Peter was coming in,
Cornelius met him, and fell down at his feet, and worshipped
[him]. (26) But Peter took him up, saying, Stand up; | myself
also am a man. (27) And as he talked with him, he went in,
and found many that were come together. (28) And he said
unto them, Ye know how that it is an unlawful thing for a man
that is a Jew to keep company, or come unto one of another
nation; but God hath shewed me that I should not call any man
common or unclean.

Acts 10:34-36, 44-47 Then Peter opened [his] mouth, and
said, Of a truth | perceive that God is no respecter of persons:
(35) But in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh
righteousness, is accepted with him. (36) The word which
[God] sent unto the children of Israel, preaching peace by
Jesus Christ: (he is Lord of all:) While Peter yet spake
these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the
word. (45) And they of the circumcision which believed were
astonished, as many as came with Peter, because that on the
Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost. (46)




For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God.
Then answered Peter, (47) Can any man forbid water, that
these should not be baptized, which have received the Holy
Ghost as well as we?

Acts 11:1-3, 11-12, 17-18 And the apostles and brethren that
were in Judaea heard that the Gentiles had also received the
word of God. (2) And when Peter was come up to Jerusalem,
they that were of the circumcision contended with him, (3)
Saying, Thou wentest in to men uncircumcised, and didst eat with
them. 11 Abehold, immediately there were three men

already come unto the house where | was, sent from Caesarea
unto me. (12) And the Spirit bade me go with them, nothing
doubting. Moreover these six brethren accompanied me, and
we entered into the man's house{17Forasmuch then as God
gave them the like gift as [he did] unto us, who believed on
the Lord Jesus Christ; what was I, that | could withstand God?
(18) When they heard these things, they held their peace, and
glorified God, saying, Then hath God also to the Gentiles
granted repentance unto life.

Acts 15:7 And when there had been much disputing, Peter
rose up, and said unto them, Men [and] brethren, ye know how
that a good while ago God made choice among us, that the
Gentiles by my mouth should hear the word of the gospel, and
believe.

Joel 3:9-16 Proclaim ye this among the Gentiles; Prepare war,
wake up the mighty men, let all the men of war draw near; let
them come up: (10) Beat your plowshares into swords, and
your pruninghooks into spears: let the weak say, | [am] strong.
(11) Assemble yourselves, and come, all ye heathen, and
gather yourselves together round about: thither cause thy
mighty ones to come down, O LORD. (12) Let the heathen be
wakened, and come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat: for there
will | sit to judge all the heathen round about. (13) Put ye in
the sickle, for the harvest is ripe: come, get you down; for the
press is full, the fats overflow; for their wickedness [is] great.
(14) Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision: for the
day of the LORD [is] near in the valley of decision. (15) The
sun and the moon shall be darkened, and the stars shall
withdraw their shining. (16) The LORD also shall roar out of
Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusalem; and the heavens and
the earth shall shake: but the LORD [will be] the hope of his
people, and the strength of the children of Israel.

Acts 20:13-16 And we went before to ship, and sailed unto
Assos, there intending to take in Paul: for so had he appointed,
minding himself to go afoot. (14) And when he met with us at
Assos, we took him in, and came to Mitylene. (15) And we
sailed thence, and came the next [day] over against Chios; and
the next [day] we arrived at Samos, and tarried at Trogyllium;
and the next [day] we came to Miletus. (16) For Paul had
determined to sail by Ephesus, because he would not spend the
time in Asia: for he hasted, if it were possible for him, to be at
Jerusalem the day of Pentecost.
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Notes:

Each one of the Lord's feasts days represents a
time or event in prophecy.

PASSOVER: JESUS, our Passover. When Jesus
passed over our sins.

FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD: Memorial of
coming out of Egypt and having our sins forgiven.

PENTECOST: The Year the LORD returns.
“YEAR OF JUBILEE” =50

MEMORIAL OF BLOWING OF TRUMPETS: The
LORD returns at the 7'[h Trumpet

DAY OF ATONEMENT: The Day the LORD
returns.

FEAST OF TABERNACLES: Ingathering, Children
of Israel return to the land.

8" DAY FEAST: New Jerusalem coming down
out of heaven and the END of all flesh.

WEEKLY SABBATH: Points to the Day of
Rest (1,000 years of Peace).
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PENTECOST

The Christian holy day of Pentecost, which is
celebrated fifty days after Easter
Sunday, commemorates the descent of the Spirit
upon the Apostles and other followers
of Jesus Christ while they were in Jerusalem
celebrating the Feast of Weeks, as described in
the Acts of the Apostles (Acts 2:1-31).

The holy day is also called "White Sunday" or
"Whitsunday" or "Whitsun", especially in

Also called Whitsunday

Observed by Roman Catholics, Eastern
Catholics, Old Catholics,
Protestants, Eastern
Orthodox, Oriental Orthodox,

Anglicans and other Christians

Type Christian

Significance Celebrates the descent of
the Holy Spirit upon

the Apostles

and other followers of

Jesus; birth of the Church

Celebrations Religious (church) services,
festive meals,

processions, baptism,
confirmation,

ordination, folk customs,
dancing, spring & woodland

rites, festive clothing

Observances Prayer, vigils, fasting (pre-
festival), novenas, retreats, Holy
Communion, litany
Date Easter + 49 days
2018 date May 20 (Western)
May 27 (Eastern)
2019 date June 9- (Western)
June 16 (Eastern)
2020 date May 31 (Western)
June 7 (Eastern)
Related to Shavuot

the United Kingdom, where traditionally the next
day, Whit Monday, was also a public holiday (since
1971 fixed by statute on the last Monday in May).
In Germany Pentecost is called "Pfingsten" and
often coincides with scholastic holidays and the
beginning of many outdoor and springtime
activities, such as festivals and organized
outdoor activities by youth organizations. The
Monday after Pentecost is a legal holiday in many,
European nations.
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In Eastern Christianity, Pentecost can also refer to
the entire fifty days of Easter through Pentecost
inclusive; hence the book containing the liturgical
texts is called the "Pentecostarion”. Since its date
depends on the date of Easter, Pentecost is a
"moveable feast".

Pentecost is one of the Great Feasts of the
Eastern Orthodox Church, a Solemnity in the
Roman Rite of the Catholic Church, a Festival in
the Lutheran Churches, and a Principal Feast in
the Anglican Communion. Many Christian
denominations provide a special liturgy for this
holy celebration.

Etymology
The term Pentecost comes from the
Greek MevrnkooTn (Pentecost) meaning "fiftieth".
It refers to the festival celebrated on the fiftieth
day after Passover, also known as the "Feast of
Weeks"! and the "Feast of 50 days" in rabbinic
tradition.®

The Septuagint uses the term Pentékosté to refer
to the "Feast of Pentecost" only twice, in
the deuterocanonical Book of Tobit and 2
Maccabees Bl The Septuagint writers also used
the word in two other senses: to signify the year
of Jubilee (Leviticus 25:10), an event which
occurs every 50th year, and in several passages
of chronology as an ordinal number.™ The term has
also been used in the literature of Hellenistic
Judaism by Philo of Alexandria and Josephus.®!

Background

heaven" in Jerusalem, possibly visiting the city
as pilgrims during Pentecost. In particular the hoi
epidemountes (oi émdnuolvreg) are identified as
"visitors" to Jerusalem from Rome. This group of
visitors includes both Jews and "proselytes”
(TrpoonAuTog, prosélytos); sometimes translated
as "converts to Judaism", proselyte was a term
used to describe non-Jews who adhered fully to
the Mosaic laws, including circumcision.® The list
of nations represented in the biblical text
includes Parthians, Medes, Elamites, Mesopotamia,
Judaea,"™ Cappadocia, Pontus,

Asia, Phrygia, Pamphylia, Egypt, Cyrene, and those
who were visiting from Rome.®® Scholars have
speculated about a possible earlier literary source
for the list of nations including an astrological list
by Paul of Alexandria and various references to the
Jewish diaspora by writers of the Second
Temple era (particularly Philo of Alexandria).2%

After the destruction of the temple in 70 AD
offerings could no longer be brought to the
Temple and the focus of the festival shifted

from agriculture to the giving of the law on Sinai.2® |t
became customary to gather at synagogue and

read the Book of Ruth and Exodus Chapters 19 and

20. The term Pentecost appears in the Septuagint
as one of names for the Festival of Weeks .28

In New Testament

Main article: Shavuot

In Judaism the Festival of Weeks
(Hebrew: niviaw Shavuot) is a harvest festival that
is celebrated seven weeks and one day after the
first Sabbath of the Feast of Unleavened Bread
in Deuteronomy 16:9 or seven weeks and one day

after the Sabbath referred to in Leviticus
23:16.29% The Festival of Weeks is also called
the feast of Harvest in Exodus 23:16 and the day
of first fruits in Numbers 28:26.2 In Exodus 34:22 it
is called the "first fruits of the wheat
harvest."The date for the "Feast of Weeks"
originally came the day after seven full weeks
following the first harvest of grain.2 |n Jewish
tradition the fiftieth day was known as
the Festival of Weeks .22 The actual mention of
fifty days comes from Leviticus 23:16.258

During the Hellenistic period, the ancient harvest
festival also became a day of renewing the Noahic
covenant, described in Genesis 9:8-17, which is
established between God and "all flesh that is
upon the earth" .2 By this time, some Jews were
already living in Diaspora. According to Acts 2:5-
11 there were Jews from "every nation under

The Cenacle in Jerusalem is claimed to be the location

of the Last Supper and Pentecost.

The biblical narrative of the Pentecost includes
numerous references to earlier biblical narratives
like the Tower of Babel, and
the flood and creation narratives from the Book of
Genesis. It also includes references to
certain theophanies, with certain emphasis on
God's incarnate appearance on Sinai when
the Ten Commandments were presented
to Moses.2® Theologian Stephen Wilson has
described the narrative as "exceptionally

obscure" and various points of disagreement
persist among bible scholars.
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Some biblical commentators have sought to
establish that the oikog (house) given as the
location of the events of in Acts 2:2 was one of
the thirty halls of the Temple (called oikot), but
the text itself is lacking in specific details. Richard
C. H. Lenski and other scholars contend that the
author of Acts could have chosen the

word iepov (sanctuary or temple) if this meaning
were intended, rather than "house" .21 Some
semantic details suggest that the "house" could
be the "upper room" (UTrep@®ov) mentioned in Acts
1:12-26, but there is no literary evidence to
confirm the location with certainty and it remains
a subject of dispute amongst scholars 281

AcCtsS

The events of Acts Chapter 2 are set against the
backdrop of the celebration of Pentecost in
Jerusalem. There are several major features to
the Pentecost narrative presented in the second
chapter of the Acts of the Apostles. The author
begins the narrative by noting that the disciples
of Jesus "were all together in one place" on the
"day of Pentecost" (nuépa Tng
MNevrnkooTng).?“The verb used in Acts 2:1 to
indicate the arrival of the day of Pentecost carries
a connotation of fulfillment. 224

There is a "mighty rushing wind" (wind is a
common symbol for the Holy Spirit)=24 gand
"tongues as of fire" appear.®! The gathered
disciples were "filled with the Holy Spirit, and
began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit
gave them utterance" .22 Some scholars have
interpreted the passage as a reference to the
multitude of languages spoken by the gathered
disciples,® while others have taken the reference
to "tongues" (yAwooai) to
signify ecstatic speech.2 |n Christian tradition,
this event represents fulfillment of the promise
that Christ will baptize his followers with the Holy
Spirit.25% (Qut of the four New Testament
gospels, the distinction between baptism by
water and the baptism by Christ with "Holy Spirit
and fire" is only found in Matthew and Luke.)&452

The narrative in Acts evokes the symbolism of
Jesus' baptism in the Jordan River, and the start of
his ministry, by explicitly connecting the earlier
prophecy of John the Baptist to the baptism of the
disciples with the Holy Spirit on the day of
Pentecost.2 The timing of the narrative during

the law giving festival of Pentecost symbolizes
both continuity with the giving of the law, but also
the central role of the Holy Spirit (understood as
an aspect of Jesus Christ) for the early Church.
The central role of Christ in Christian faith
signified a fundamental theological separation
from the traditional Jewish faith, which was
grounded in the Torah and Mosaic Law.2?

Peter's sermon in Acts 2:14-36 stresses
the resurrection and exaltation.”” In his sermon,
Peter quotes Joel 2:28-32and Psalm 16 to indicate
that first Pentecost marks the start of
the Messianic Age. About one hundred and twenty
followers of Christ (Acts 1:15) were present,
including the Twelve Apostles
(Matthias was Judas' replacement) (Acts 1:13, 26),
Jesus' mother Mary, other female disciples and
his brothers (Acts 1:14).24 While those on whom
the Spirit had descended were speaking in many
languages, the Apostle Peter stood up with
the eleven and proclaimed to the crowd that this
event was the fulfillment of the
prophecy.BlIn Acts 2:17, it reads: "'And in the last
days, God says, 'l will pour out my spirit upon
every sort of flesh, and your sons and your
daughters will prophesy and your young men will
see visions and your old men will dream dreams."
He also mentions (2:15) that it was the third hour
of the day (about 9:00 am). Acts 2:41 then reports:
"Then they that gladly received his word were
baptized: and the same day there were added
unto them about three thousand souls."E Critical
scholars believe some features of the narrative
are theological constructions. Scholars believe
that even if the Pentecost narrative is not literally
true, it does signify an important event in the
history of the early Church which enabled the
rapid spread of Christianity. Within a few decades
important congregations had been established in
all major cities of the Roman Empire.?

Biblical commentator Lenski has noted that the
use of the term "Pentecost" in Acts is areference
to the Jewish festival. He writes that a well-
defined, distinct Christian celebration did not
exist until later years, when Christians kept the
name of "Pentecost" but began to calculate the
date of the feast based on Easter rather than
Passover.

Peter stated that this event was the beginning of a
continual outpouring that would be available to all
believers from that point on, Jews and Gentiles
alike .2

Leo's sermons

Scholars believe that Pope Leo I's Sermons 75—
77 were given on Pentecost Sunday. In these

sermons, dating to the 5th century, Leo discusseso

Macedonianism, which the Catholic Church
denounced as heresy because it considered the
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celebrated with an All-night Vigil on the eve of
the feast day, and the Divine Liturgy on the day of
the feast itself. Orthodox churches are often
decorated with greenery and flowers on this feast
day, and the celebration is intentionally similar to
the Jewish holiday of Shavuot, which celebrates
the giving of the Mosaic Law.

The feast itself lasts three days. The first day is
known as "Trinity Sunday"”; the second day is
known as " Spirit Monday" (or "Monday of the Holy
Spirit"); and the third day, Tuesday, is called the
"Third Day of the Trinity."*! The Afterfeast of
Pentecost lasts for one week, during
which fasting is not permitted, even on
Wednesday and Friday. In the Orthodox Tradition,
the liturgical color used at Pentecost is green, and
the clergy and faithful carry flowers and green
branches in their hands during the services.

A popular tradition arose in both west and east of
decorating the church with roses on Pentecost,
leading to a popular designation of Pentecost
as Latin: Festa Rosalia or "Rose Feast"; in Greek
this became pouadAia(rousalia).”2 This led
to Rusalii becoming the Romanian language term
for the feast, as well as the Neapolitan popular
designation Pasca rusata('rosey Easter"),ctaton
teededl |n modern times, the term in Greek refers to
the eve of Pentecost, not Pentecost itself; or, in
the case of Megara in Attica, to the Monday and
Tuesday after Pascha,”® as roses are often used
during the whole liturgical season of
the Pentecostarion, not just Pentecost. John
Chrysostom warned his flock not to allow this
custom to replace spiritually adorning themselves
with virtue in reception of the Fruits of the Holy

Spirit.*4

An extraordinary service called the "Kneeling
Prayer" is observed on the night of Pentecost.
This is a Vespers service to which are added three
sets of long poetical prayers, the composition of
Saint Basil the Great, during which everyone
makes a full prostration, touching their foreheads
to the floor (prostrations in church having been
forbidden from the day of Pascha (Easter) up to
this point). Uniquely, these prayers include a
petition for all of those in hell, that they may be
granted relief and even ultimate release from their
confinement, if God deems this possible.*

All of the remaining days of the ecclesiastical year,
until the preparation for the next Great Lent, are
named for the day after Pentecost on which they

occur (for example, the 13th Tuesday After
Pentecost).

The Second Monday after Pentecost is the
beginning of the Apostles' Fast (which continues
until the Feast of Saints Peter and Paul on June 29).
Theologically, Orthodox do not consider
Pentecost to be the "birthday" of the Church; they
see the Church as having existed before the

creation of the world (cf. The Shepherd of
Hermas)“!

The Orthodox icon of the feast depicts the Twelve
Apostles seated in a semicircle (sometimes
the Theotokos (Virgin Mary) is shown sitting in the
center of them). At the top of the icon, the Holy
Spirit, in the form of tongues of fire, is
descending upon them. At the bottom is
an allegorical figure, called Kosmos, which
symbolizes the world. Although Kosmos is
crowned with earthly glory he sits in the darkness
caused by the ignorance of God. He is holding a
towel on which have been placed 12 scrolls,
representing the teaching of the Twelve Apostles.

In the ancient Coptic Orthodox Church of Alexandria,
Pentecost is one of the seven Major "Lord's
Feasts". It is celebrated at the time of ninth hour
(3:00 pm) on the Sunday of Pentecost by a special
three-segment prayer known as the "Office of
Genuflection (Kneeling Prayer)". This feast is
followed with the "Apostles Fast" which has a
fixed end date on the fifth of the Coptic month of
Epip [which currently falls on July 12, which is
equivalent to June 29, due to the current 13-day
Julian-Gregorian calendar offset]. The fifth of
Epip is the commemoration of the Martyrdom of
St. Peter and Paul.

Western churches

A Protestant church altar, decorated for Pentecost with
red burning candles and red banners and altar cloth
depicting the movement of the Holy Spirit

The liturgical celebrations of Pentecost in Western
churches are as rich and varied as those in the
East. The main sign of Pentecost in the West is

the color red. It symbolizes joy and the fire of the

Holy Spirit.

Priests or ministers, and choirs wear
red vestments, and in modern times, the custom
has extended to the lay people of the congregation
wearing red clothing in celebration as well. Red
banners are often hung from walls or ceilings to

symbolize the blowing of the "mighty wind"“® and
the free movement of the Spirit.24 @
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The celebrations may depict symbols of the Holy
Spirit, such as the dove or flames, symbols of the
church such as Noah's Ark and the Pomegranate,
or especially within Protestant churches
of Reformed and Evangelical traditions, words
rather than images naming for example,
the gifts and Fruits of the Spirit. Red flowers at the
altar/preaching area, and red flowering plants
such as geraniums around the church are also
typical decorations for Pentecost
masses/services. These symbolize the renewal of
life, the coming of the warmth of summer, and the
growth of the church at and from the first
Pentecost.®® In the southern hemisphere, for
example, in southern Australia, Pentecost comes
in the mellow autumntide, after the often great
heat of summer, and the red leaves of the
poinsettia have often been used to decorate
churches then.

A Protestant church altar and font, decorated for Pentecost
with red flowering plants and green birch branches

These flowers often play an important role in the
ancestral rites, and other rites, of the particular
congregation. For example, in both Protestant
and Catholic churches, the plants brought in to

decorate for the holiday may be each
"sponsored" by individuals in memory of a
particular loved one, or in honor of a living
person on a significant occasion, such as
their Confirmation day."

In German speaking and other Central
European countries, and also in overseas
congregations originating from these countries
through migration, green branches are also
traditionally used to decorate churches for
Pentecost. Birch is the tree most typically
associated with this practice in Europe, but other

species are employed in different climates.ts
needed

The singing of Pentecost hymns is also central to
the celebration in the Western tradition. Hymns
such as Martin Luther's "Komm, Heiliger Geist,

Herre Gott" (Come, Holy Spirit, God and
Lord),*95 Charles Wesley's " Spirit of Faith Come
Down"B2 gnd "Come Holy Ghost Our Hearts
Inspire"® or Hildegard von Bingen's "O Holy Spirit
Root of Life"®5 gre popular. Some traditional
hymns of Pentecost make reference not only to
themes relating to the Holy Spirit or the church,
but to folk customs connected to the holiday as
well, such as the decorating with green
branches.B® Other hymns include "Oh that | had a
Thousand Voices" ("O dal3 ich tausend Zungen
hatte" )58 by German, Johann Mentzer Verse 2:
"Ye forest leaves so green and tender, that dance
for joy in summer air" or "O Day Full of Grace"
("Den signede Dag")®® by Dane, N. F. S.
Grundtvig verse 3: "Yea were every tree endowed
with speech and every leaflet singing".

As Pentecost closes the Easter Season in the
Roman Catholic Church, the dismissal with the
double alleluia is sung at the end of Mass.®® The
Paschal Candle is removed from the sanctuary at
the end of the day. In the Roman Catholic
Church, Veni Sancte Spiritus is the sequence
hymn for the Day of Pentecost. This has been
translated into many languages and is sung in
many denominations today. As an invocation of
the Holy Spirit, Veni Creator Spiritus is sung during
liturgical celebrations on the feast of
Pentecost .k

Trumpeters or brass ensembles are often specially
contracted to accompany singing and provide
special music at Pentecost services, recalling the
Sound of the mighty wind.“® While this practice is
common among a wide spectrum of Western
denominations (Eastern Churches do not employ
instrumental accompaniment in their worship) it
is particularly typical, and distinctive to the
heritage of the Moravian Church .

Holy Ghost hole, Saints Peter and Paul Church in Soll

Another custom is reading the appointed
Scripture lessons in multiple foreign languages
recounting the speaking in tongues recorded
in Acts 2:4-12 &

In the Middle Ages, cathedrals and great churches
throughout Western Europe were fitted with a
peculiar architectural feature known as a Holy
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Ghost hole: a small circular opening in the roof
that symbolized the entrance of the Holy Spirit
into the midst of the congregation. At Pentecost,
these Holy Ghost holes would be decorated with
flowers, and sometimes a dove figure lowered
through into the church while the narrative of
Pentecost was read. Holy Ghost holes can still be
seen today in European churches such
as Canterbury Cathedral.ctaton needed]

Similarly, a large two dimensional dove figure
would be, and in some places still is, cut from
wood, painted, and decorated with flowers, to be
lowered over the congregation, particularly
during the singing of the sequence hymn, or Veni
Creator Spiritus. In other places,
particularly Sicily and the Italian peninsula, rose
petals were and are thrown from the galleries over
the congregation, recalling the tongues of fire. In
modern times, this practice has been revived, and
adapted as well, to include the strewing
of origami doves from above or suspending them,
sometimes by the hundreds, from the ceiling.!

In some cases, red fans, or red handkerchiefs, are
distributed to the congregation to be waved
during the procession, etc. Other congregations
have incorporated the use of red balloons,
signifying the "Birthday of the Church". These
may be borne by the congregants, decorate the
sanctuary, or released all at once.

Fasting, baptisms, and
confirmations

For some Protestants, the nine days
between Ascension Day, and Pentecost are set
aside as a time of fasting and universal prayer in
honor of the disciples' time of prayer and unity
awaiting the Holy Spirit. Similarly among Roman
Catholics, special Pentecost novenas are prayed.
The Pentecost Novena is considered the first
novena, all other novenas prayed in preparation
of various feasts deriving their practice from
those original nine days of prayer observed by
the disciples of Christ.

While the Eve of Pentecost was traditionally a day
of fasting for Catholics, contemporary canon
law no longer requires it. Both Catholics and

Protestants may hold spiritual retreats,
prayer vigils, and litanies in the days leading up to
Pentecost. In some cases vigils on the Eve of
Pentecost may last all night. Pentecost is also
one of the occasions specially appointed for the
Lutheran Litany to be sung.

From the early days of Western Christianity,
Pentecost became one of the days set aside to
celebrate Baptism. In Northern Europe Pentecost
was preferred even over Easter for this rite, as the
temperatures in late spring might be supposed to
be more conducive to outdoor immersion as was

then the practice. It is proposed that the term Whit
Sunday derives from the custom of the newly
baptized wearing white clothing, and from the
white vestments worn by the clergy in English
liturgical uses. The holiday was also one of the

three days each year (along

with Christmas and Easter) Roman Catholics were

required to confess and receive Holy Communion in

order to remain in good ecclesiastical standing.?

Holy Communion is likewise often a feature of the
Protestant observance of Pentecost as well. It is
one of the relatively few Sundays
some Reformed denominations may offer the
communion meal, and is one of the days of the
year specially appointed among Moravians for the
celebration of their Love Feasts. Ordinations are
celebrated across a wide array of Western
denominations at Pentecost, or near to it. In some
denominations, for example the Lutheran Church,
even if an ordination or consecration of
a deaconess is not celebrated on Pentecost,
the liturgical color will invariably be red, and the
theme of the service will be the Holy Spirit.

Above all, Pentecost is a day for
the Confirmation celebrations of youths. Flowers,
the wearing of white robes, or white dresses
recalling Baptism, rites such as the laying on of
hands, and vibrant singing play prominent roles
on these joyous occasions, the blossoming of
Spring forming an equal analogy with the
blossoming of youth.

The typical image of Pentecost in the West is that
of the Virgin Mary seated centrally and
prominently among the disciples with flames
resting on the crowns of their heads.
Occasionally, parting clouds suggesting the
action of the "mighty wind" ,2¥ rays of light and
the Dove are also depicted. Of course, the
Western iconographic style is less static and
stylized than that of the East, and other very
different representations have been produced,
and, in some cases, have achieved great fame
such as the Pentecost’s by Titian, Giotto, and el
Greco.

St. Paul already in the 1st century notes the
importance of this festival to the early
Christian communities. (See: Acts 20:16 & 1
Corinthians 16:8) Since the lifetime of some who
may have been eyewitnesses, annual celebrations
of the descent of the Holy Spirit have been
observed. Before the Second Vatican
Council Pentecost Monday as well was a Holy Day
of Obligation during which the Catholic Church
addressed the newly baptized and confirmed.
After the Council, Pentecost Monday is no longer
solemnized.

Nevertheless, Pentecost Monday remains an
official festival in many Protestant churches, such

O
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as the (Lutheran) Church of Sweden,
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland, and
others. In the Byzantine Catholic Rite Pentecost
Monday is no longer a Holy Day of Obligation, but
rather a simple holiday. In the Extraordinary Form
of the liturgy of the Roman Catholic Church, as at
Easter, the liturgical rank of Monday and Tuesday
of Pentecost week is a Double of the First
Class® and across many Western
denominations, Pentecost is celebrated with
an octave culminating on Trinity Sunday. However,
in the modern Roman Rite (Ordinary Form),
Pentecost ends after Evening Prayer on the feast
day itself, with Ordinary Time resuming the next
day.

A typical Western image of the Pentecost.

Duccio di Buoninsegna(1308)

The Pentecost depicted in a 14th-century Missal

Marking the festival's importance, in several
denominations, such as the Lutheran, Episcopal,
and United Methodist churches, and formerly in the
Roman Catholic Church, all the Sundays from the

holiday itself until Advent in late November or

December are designated the 2nd, 3rd, Nth,
Sunday after Pentecost, etc. Throughout the year,
in Roman Catholic piety, Pentecost is the third of

the Glorious Mysteries of the Holy Rosary, as well
as being one of the Stations of the Resurrection or
Via Lucis.

In some Evangelical and Pentecostal churches,
where there is less emphasis on the liturgical year,
Pentecost may still be one of the greatest
celebrations in the year, such as
in Germany or Romania. In other cases, Pentecost
may be ignored as a holy day in these churches.
In many evangelical churches in the United
States, the secular holiday, Mother's Day, may be
more celebrated than the ancient and biblical
feast of Pentecost.® Some evangelicals and
Pentecostals are observing the liturgical calendar

and observe Pentecost as a day to teach the Gifts
clarification needed]

of the Holy Spirit.!

Across denominational lines Pentecost has been
an opportunity for Christians to honor the role of
the Holy Spirit in their lives, and celebrate the
birth of the Church in an ecumenical context.r

Classical compositions for
Pentecost

This section needs additional
citations for verification. Please
help improve this article by adding

citations to reliable sources.
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message)

The Lutheran church of the Baroque observed
three days of Pentecost. Some composers wrote
sacred cantatas to be performed in the church
services of these days. Johann Sebastian
Bach composed several cantatas for Pentecost,
including Erschallet, ihr Lieder, erklinget, ihr
Saiten! BWV 172, in 1714 and Also hat Gott die Welt
geliebt, BWV 68, in 1725. Gottfried Heinrich
Stolzel wrote cantatas such as Werdet voll
Geistes (Get full of spirit) in 1737.12 Mozart
composed an antiphon Veni Sancte Spiritus in
1768.

Olivier Messiaen composed an organ mass Messe
de la Pentecéte in 1949/50. In 1964 Fritz
Werner wrote an oratoriofor Pentecost Veni, sancte
spiritus (Come, Holy Spirit) on the sequence Veni
Sancte Spiritus, and Jani Christou wrote Tongues of
Fire, a Pentecost oratorio. Richard Hillert wrote
a Motet for the Day of Pentecost for choir,
vibraphone, and prepared electronic tape in
1969. Violeta Dinescu composed Pfingstoratorium,
an oratorio for Pentecost for five soloists, mixed
chorus and small orchestra in 1993. Daniel Elder's
21st century piece, "Factus est Repente", for a
cappella choir, was premiered in 2013.

Customs and traditions

In Italy it was customary to scatter rose petals
from the ceiling of the churches to recall the
miracle of the fiery tongues; hence in Sicily and
elsewhere in Italy Whitsunday is called Pasqua
rosatum. The ltalian name Pasqua rossa comes
from the red colours of the vestments used on
Whitsunday.™
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In France it was customary to
blow trumpets during Divine service, to recall the
sound of the mighty wind which accompanied the
Descent of the Holy Spirit.2

In the north west of England, church and chapel
parades called Whit Walks take place at Whitsun
(sometimes on Whit Friday, the Friday after
Whitsun). Typically, the parades contain brass
bands and choirs; girls attending are dressed in
white. Traditionally, Whit Fairs (sometimes called
Whitsun Ales)™ took place. Other customs such
as morris dancing” and cheese rolling" are also
associated with Whitsun. "Whitsunday" has been
the name of the day in the Church of England.
(The Book of Common Prayer only once uses the
word "Pentecost" for the festival. Though
some™? think that name derives from white
clothes worn by newly baptised in Eastertide, it
may well be seen as derived from "wit", hence
"wisdom", the reference being to Holy Wisdom
(Sancta Sophia, Hagia Sophia), referred to in
Proverbs and the Book of Wisdom, with which the
Holy Spirit has often been identified.

In Finland there is a saying known virtually by
everyone which translates as "if one has no
sweetheart until Pentecost, he/she will not have it
during the whole summer."™

In Port Vila, the capital of Vanuatu, people
originating from Pentecost Island usually celebrate
their island's name-day with a special church

service followed by cultural events such as
d anc | n g [citation needed

In Ukraine the springtime feast day of Zeleni
Sviata became associated with the Pentecost.
(The exact origin of the relationship is not
known). The customs for the festival were
performed in the following order: first, home
and hearthwould be cleaned; second, foods were
prepared for the festival; finally, homes and
churches were decorated with wildflowers and
various types of green herbs and plants. A seven
course meal may have been served as the
Pentecost feast which may have included
traditional dishes such
as cereal with honey (kolyvo), rice or millet grains
with milk, sauerkraut soup (kapusniak), chicken
broth with handmade noodles (iushka z zaterkoiu),
cheese turnovers (pyrizhky syrom), roast
pork, buckwheat cakes served
with eggs and cheese (blyntsi), and baked kasha.”™

Date and public holiday

The earliest possible date is May 10 (as in 1818
and 2285). The latest possible date is June 13 (as
in 1943 and 2038). The day of Pentecost is seven

weeks after Easter Sunday: that is to say, the
fiftieth day after Easter inclusive of Easter
Sunday.B2 Pentecost may also refer to the 50 days

from Easter to Pentecost Sunday inclusive of
both.B! Because Easter itself has no fixed date,
this makes Pentecost a moveable feast.t2

While Eastern Christianity treats Pentecost as the
last day of Easter in its liturgies, in the Roman
liturgy it is usually a separate feast.® The fifty
days from Easter Sunday to Pentecost Sunday

may also be called Eastertide !

Since Pentecost itself is on a Sunday, it is
automatically considered to be a public holiday in
countries with large Christian denominations.

Pentecost Monday is a public holiday in many
countries

including Andorra, Austria, Belgium, Benin, Cyprus,

Denmark, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Icelan
d, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg,

the Netherlands, Norway, Romania (since
2008), Seneqgal, (most parts
of) Switzerland, Togo and Ukraine.

In Sweden it was also a public holiday, but
Pentecost Monday (Annandag Pingst) was
replaced by Swedish National Day on June 6, by a
government decision on December 15, 2004.

In Italy and Malta, it is no longer a public holiday.
It was a public holiday in Ireland until 1973, when
it was replaced by Early Summer Holiday on the
first Monday in June. In the United Kingdom the
day is known as Whit Monday, and was a bank
holiday until 1967 when it was replaced by the
Spring Bank Holiday on the last Monday in May.
In France, following reactions to the
implementation of the Journée de solidarité envers
les personnes agées, Pentecost Monday has been
reestablished as a regular (not as a working)
holiday on May 3, 2005.84

Literary allusions

According to legend, King Arthur always gathered
all his knights at the round table for a feast and a
quest on Pentecost:

So ever the king had a custom that at the feast of
Pentecost in especial, afore other feasts in the
year, he would not go that day to meat until he

had heard or seen of a great marvel. &

German poet Johann Wolfgang von
Goethe declared Pentecost "das liebliche Fest" —
the lovely Feast, in a selection by the same name
in his Reineke Fuchs.

Pfingsten, das liebliche Fest, war gekommen; es
grinten und blihten Feld und Wald; auf Higeln
und Hohn, in Bischen und Hecken Ubten ein
frohliches Lied die neuermunterten Vogel; Jede
Wiese sprosste von Blumen in duftenden
Grinden, Festlich heiter glanzte der Himmel und
farbig die Erde.t8

"Pfingsten, das liebliche Fest", speaks of

©
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Pentecost as a time of greening and blooming in
fields, woods, hills, mountains, bushes and
hedges, of birds singing new songs, meadows
sprouting fragrant flowers, and of festive
sunshine gleaming from the skies and coloring
the earth —iconic lines idealizing the Pentecost
holidays in the German-speaking lands.

Further, Goethe records an old peasant proverb

relating to Pentecost in his "Sankt-Rochus-Fest

zu Bingen"®2 — Ripe strawberries at Pentecost
mean a good wine crop.

Alexandre Dumas, pére mentions of Pentecost
in Twenty Years After (French: Vingt ans apres),
the sequel to The Three Musketeers. A meal is
planned for the holiday, to which La Ramée,
second in command of the prison, is invited, and
by which contrivance, the Duke is able to escape.
He speaks sarcastically of the festival to his jailor,
foreshadowing his escape : "Now, what has
Pentecost to do with me? Do you fear, say, that
the Holy Ghost may come down in the form of
fiery tongues and open the gates of my
prison?"&

William Shakespeare mentions Pentecost in aline
from Romeo and Juliet Act 1, Scene V. At the ball
at his home, Capulet speaks in refuting an
overestimate of the time elapsed since he last
danced: "What, man? 'Tis not so much, 'tis not so
much! 'Tis since the nuptial of Lucentio, Come
Pentecost as quickly as it will, Some five-and-
twenty years, and then we mask'd."® Note here
the allusion to the tradition of mumming, Morris
dancing and wedding celebrations at Pentecost.
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A The Greek term used for Shavuot in

the Septuagint translation of Deuteronomy
16:10 and Exodus 34:22 is €éopTiv
€BSopadwyv (heortén hebdomdadon), often

translated into English as "Festival of Weeks."El
M As part of the phrase &€’ auTRv £€Toug

weVTNKOOoTOU Kai ékaTooTol &(ep au ten etous
pentékastou kai hekatostou, "in the hundred and
fiftieth year", or some variation of the phrase in
combination with other numbers to define a

precise number of years, and sometimes months.

See: “in the hundred and fiftieth year"1 Maccabee

6:20, "In the hundred and one and fiftieth yea."1
Maccabees 7:1, " Also the first month of the
hundred fifty and second year" 1 Maccabees 9:3,
with other examples at 1 Maccabees 9:54, and 2
Maccabees 14:4.0

A There is significant disagreement

S

amongst modern scholars about the interpretation
of "Judea" in Acts 2:9. Tertullian and Augustine have

rendered the "Judea" of Acts 2:9
as Armeniam (Armenia), while Jerome has called
it Syria, and John Chrysostom has associated it
with India. Additional possibilities
including Cilicia, lonia and Lydia have been
suggested by modern scholars.
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"Pentecost” article from the Catholic Encyclopedia
"Pentecost” article from the Jewish Encyclopedia
Feast of Pentecost Greek Orthodox Archdiocese

Explanation of the Feast from the Handbook for Church Servers (Nastolnaya Kniga) by Sergei V.
Bulgakov

The Main Event: The Church Takes Center Stage from [2] Eagle's Landing First Baptist Church in
McDonough, Georgia.
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Messe de la PentecoOte
Noted works Orgelbiichlein § Pentecost BWV 631-634
Church cantata § Pentecost

Breathe on Me, Breath of God

Der Geist des Herrn erfillt das All (The Spirit of the Lord fills the
Universe)

Komm, Gott Schopfer, Heiliger Geist (Come, God Creator, Holy
[Ghost)

Komm, Heiliger Geist, Herre Gott (Come, Holy Ghost, God and
Lord)

Nun bitten wir den Heiligen Geist (We now implore God the
[ ————————
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Holy Ghost)
Nunc sancte nobis spiritus (Come, Holy Ghost, Who Ever One)
Veni Creator Spiritus(Come Creator Spirit)
Veni Sancte Spiritus (Come, Holy Spirit)
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