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o CHURCH FUNDAMENTAL BELIEFS #P™

The Holy Seed Church accept the-Bible as their only.creed and hold.certai
fundamental beliefs to be the teaching of the Holy Scriptures.

FUNDAMENTAL

Beliefs 2007 EDITION The holy Seed Church acceptithe Bible as theironly creed and
hold certain'fundamental beliefs to-be-the teaching of-the Holy Scriptures. These
beliefs, as set forth here, constitute the church’s understanding and-expression‘of the
teaching of'Scripture. Revision of these statements may be expected at a General
Conference Session'when the church'is led by the.Holy Spirit to a fuller understanding
of Bible truth or.finds better.languagein which to-express the teachings of God’s Holy
Word.

The Holy Seed Church accepts the:Bible as‘the onlyssource\of our beliefs. We always
considerour movement to be the result,of the protestant,coercion sole scripture the
Bible as the only'standard of'faith and/practice for Christians.

Currently, The Holy. Seed Church hold 55 Fundamental beliefs that'can be organized
into seven categories the doctrines-of God, man, salvation'that churchythe Christian’s
life,culture.and last day,events. Ineach-teaching.God is‘the architect, who-in,wisdom,

grace and infinite“love is restoring a‘relationship with*humanity that will haft for
eternity.

WHO.IS GOD?

God.is love, power and splendor and God'is a mystery. His:-ways are far beyond us, but
the still' reaches outto us..God is-infinite yet intimate, three yet one, all. Knowing yet
all forgiving, We will spend-eternity.Cherishing an ever deepening relationship with
God theFather'Son"and Holy"Spirit.

Despite the distance sin demands, God has revealed-hill self in'Countless ways..The
Bible is thesStory of God striving.to reconnect with these Children;-and.is a major
method God uses to reach us. A mosaicof-authors, _styles and perspectives the Bible
reveals a God who is ever'creative ever patient and ever-seeking to restore our
relationship,with him. Though written by‘or diary people, through the Spiritiit pierces
our hearts, opens-our eyes-and us-to.live for-him.

God the father.reached his SonJesus Christ who chose not just to visit us; but to
become one of us..Born human so we-can be_reborn in-the Spirit, Jesus should us
God’s love and.Character and how/for God‘was willing-to go‘to'save.us.from self-
destruction. What'we could not do for ourselves, he did for us, dying.in‘our/place so
we can live forever, He conquered death through resurrection;and promised.tosreturn
to take'us,home.

Meanwhile, God has-not left us alone The Holy Spirit is here to.comfort us-guide us and
witnesses for'God’s love:. The same Spirit'who in‘spired prophets and empowered
Jesus Christ whosshaped scriptureand retested the world enables and'empowersggach
one of.us. The-Spirit activates/the “"Body of Christ”the church, through Spiritual S ,
and humble attitude of 'service-and compassion. l@f \



J ‘ 1. The Holy Scriptures ‘l \

The Holy Scriptures, Old and New Testaments, are the written Word of God, given by
divine inspiration. The inspired authors spoke and wrote as they were moved by the *
Holy Spirit. In this Word, God has committed to humanity the knowledge necessary for
salvation. The Holy Scriptures are the supreme, authoritative, and the infallible
revelation of His will. They are the standard of character, the test of experience, the
definitive revealer of doctrines, and the trustworthy record of God’s acts in history. (2
Timothy 3:16, 17; Hebrews 4:12; Psalm 119:105; Proverbs 30:5, 6; 1 Thessalonians
2:13; 2 Peter 1:20, 21. Isaiah. 8:20; John 17:17.)
2. The Trinity
There is one God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, a unity of three coeternal Persons. God
is immortal, all-powerful, all-knowing, above all, and ever present. He is infinite and
beyond human comprehension, yet known through His self-revelation. God, who is
love, is forever worthy of worship, adoration, and service by the whole creation.
(Genesis 1:26; Matthews 28:19; John 3:16 2 Corinthians 1:21, 22; 13:14; Deuteronomy
6:4; Isaiah 6:8;Ephessians 4:4 6; 1 Peter 1:2.)
3. The Father
God the eternal Father is the Creator, Source, Sustainer, and Sovereign of all creation.
He is just and holy, merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast
love and faithfulness. The qualities and powers exhibited in the Son and the Holy Spirit
are also those of the Father. (1 John 4:8; Revelation 4:11; Genesis 1:1; Deuteronomy
4:35; 1 Corinthians. 15:28; 1 Timothy 1:17; Psalms 110:1, 4; John 3:16; 14:9.)
4. The Son
God the eternal Son became incarnate in Jesus Christ. Through Him all things were
created, the character of God is revealed, the salvation of humanity is accomplished,
and the world is judged. Forever truly God, He became also truly human, Jesus the
Christ. He was conceived of the Holy Spirit and born of thevirgin Mary. He lived and
experienced temptation as a human being, but perfectly exemplified the righteousness
and love of God. By His miracles He manifested God’s power and was attested as God'’s
promised Messiah. He suffered and died voluntarily on the cross for our sins and in our
place, was raised from the dead, and ascended to heaven to minister in the heavenly
sanctuary in our behalf. He will come again in glory for the final deliverance of His
people and the restoration of all things. (2 Corinthians 3:18; 5:17-19; Luke 1:35; John
1:1 3, 14; 5:22;10:30; 14:1 3, 9, 13; Romans 6:23; 1 Corinthians 15:3, 4; Philippians
2:5 11; Colossians 1:15-19; Hebrews 2:9- 18; 8:1, 2.)
5. The Holy Spirit
God the eternal Spirit was active with the Father and the Son in Creation, incarnation,
and redemption. He is as much a person as are the Father and the Son. He inspired the
writers of Scripture. He filled Christ’s life with power. He draws and convicts human
beings; and those who respond He renews and transforms.into the image of God. Sent
by the Father and the Son to be always with His children, He extends spiritual gifts to
the church, empowers it to bear witness to Christ, and in harmony with the Scriptures
leads it into all truth. (Daniel 9:25-27 Psalms 51:11; Isaiah 61:1; Luke 1:35; 4:18; John
14:16-18, 26; 15:26;16:7-13; Daniel 9:25-27; Acts 1:8; 5:3;.10:38; Romans5:5;Daniel
9:25-27; 1 Corinthians 12:7-11; 2 Corinthians 3:18; 2 Peter 1:21; Isaiah 53:4-6.)
6. Creation
God has revealed in Scripture the authentic and historical account of His creative
activity. He created the universe, and in a recent six-day creation the Lord made “the
heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them” and rested on the seventh day.
Thus He established the Sabbath as a perpetual memorial of the work He performed
and completed during six literal days that together with the Sabbath constituted th\ Q
same unit of time that we call. a week today. The first man and woman were made i : ‘
the image of God as the crowning work of Creation, given dominion over the world,m
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charged with responsibility to care for it.. When the world was finished it was “very

33:6, 9; 104; Isaiah 45:12, 18; Acts 17:24; Colossian 1:16; Hebrews 1:2; 11:3;
Revelation 10:6; 14:7.)
7. The Nature of Humanity
Man and woman were made in the image of God with individuality, the power and
freedom to think and to do. Though created free beings, each is an indivisible unity of
body, mind, and spirit, dependent upon God for life and breath and all else. When our
first parents disobeyed God, they denied their dependence upon Him and fell from their
high position. The image of God in them was marred and they became subject to death.
Their descendants share this fallen nature and its consequences. They are born with
weaknesses and tendencies to evil. But God in Christ reconciled the world to Himself
and by His Spirit restores in penitent mortals the image of their Maker. Created for the
glory of God, they are called to love Him and one another, and to care for their
environment. (Jeremiah 17:9; Genesis 1:26-28; 2:7, 15; 3; Psalms 8:4-8; 51:5, 10;
58:3; Acts 17:24-28; Ephesians 2:3; 1 Thessalonian 5:23; 1 John 3:4; 4:7, 8, 11,
20Romans 5:12-17; 2 Corinthians 5:19, 20.)

8. The Great Controversy

All humanity is'now’involvedrin-a great,controversy between Christ and Satan regardingsthe

character of God, His law, and His sovereignty over thewniverse. This conflict'originated'in
heaven when a‘created beingendowed-with freedom of choice, in self-exaltation became;Satan,

God’s'adversary;-and led into rebellion a portion of the:angels. He\introduced-the spirit of

rebellion into this world when he led Adam and Eve into,sin, This human sin,resulted in the

distortion of the image of God in humanity, the disordering of the created'world, and its eventual
devastation at thetime of the global.flood; as presented.in the historical account'of Genesis 1-

11. Observed by the whole creation, this world became the.arena of the.universal conflict, out of

which the God oflove will ultimately-be.vindicated. To.assist His people in.thiscontroversy, b
Christ'sends the Holy Spirit:and the:loyal angels.to guide, protect,"and sustain them-inthe w
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good,” declaring the glory of God. (Genesis 1-2; 5; 11; Exodus 20:8-11; Psalms 19:1 6; ;
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salvation. (Isaiah 14:12-14; Ezekiel 28:12 18;'Genesis 3;6-8; Job1:6-12; Romans 1:19-32; 3:4;
5:12-21;8:19-22; 1 Peter 5:8;2 Peter.3:6;.Revelation 12:4-9;,1 Corinthians 4:9; Hebrews1:14.)

9. The Life, Death, and Resurrection of Christ
In-Christ’s life of perfect.obedience to God’s will, His'suffering,-death, and resurrection, God
provided the only means of atonement for human sin, so-thatthose who by faith-accept this
atonement may have eternal life, and the.whole creation may better understand the infinite and
holy loverof the Creator. This'perfect atonementwvindicates the righteousness of God’s law and
the graciousness of His character; for it both condemnsiour sin 'and provides for our forgiveness.
The'death of Christ is substitutionary‘and expiatory, reconciling and transforming. The bodily
resurrection of Christ proclaims God'’s triumph over the forces.of evil, and for those-who_accept
the atonement assures their final victory over sinand death. It declares the. Lordship of Jesus
Christ, before whom every knee/in heaven:and on earth'will’bow. (John3:16; 14:30; Romans 1:4;
3:25; 4:25; 8:3, 4; Genesis 3:15; Psalms 22:1; Isaiah 53; 1 Corinthians'15:3, 4,720-22; Philippians
2:6-11; Colossians,2:15;2 Corinthians 5:14,"15, 19-21; 1 Peter 2:21, 22;'1. John"2:2;4:10.)

10. The Experience of Salvation
In infinite love and,mercy God made Christ, who knew no.sin; to be sin for us, so thatin-Him we
might be made the righteousness.of God. Led_ by the Holy Spirit we sense-our need, acknowledge
oursSsinfulness; repent of our transgressions; and exercise faith.in Jesus as‘Savior and Lord,
Substitute’and Example. This saving faith-comes:through thedivine power of the'Word and-is the
gift of God’s grace. Through Christ we are justified, adopted as God’s sons ‘and daughters, and
delivered from thelordship of sin. Through the Spirit we are borniagain and sanctified; the Spirit
renews our minds, writes God’s law of love.in our hearts, and we are given-the power to live a
holy life.’Abiding-in Him we become partakers of'the divine hature and'have the assuranceof
salvation now and'in the judgment. (Ezekiel 33:11; 36:25-27; Habakkuk 2:4; Genesis 3:15;
Isaiah 45:22; 53; Jeremiah 31:31-34; Mark 9:23,.24; John 3:3-8, 16;.16:8;°2 Corinthians 5:17-21;
Galatians 1:4; 3:13,14, 26; 4:4-7; Romans 3:21-26; 8:1-4,14-17; 5:6-10; 10:17; 12:2;Ephesians
2:4-10; Colossians'1:13, 14; Titus'3:3-7; Hebrews 8:7.12;4 Peter 1:23; 2:21, 22; 2 Peter 1:3,'4;
Revelation 13:8,)

11. Growing in Christ
By His death.on the cross Jesus tritmphed over the forces'of evil. He who'subjugated the
demonic spirits during His earthly. ministry has broken their power and-made certain their
ultimate doom. Jesus’ victory gives us victory overthe evil forces thatsstill seek'to controlas, as
we walk with Him-in peace, joy, and-assurance of His love..Now the Holy Spirit dwells within us
and'empowers us. Continually committed to Jesus as our Savior and. Lord, we are setfree from
the burden of our past deeds. No longer do we live'in the darkness, fear of evil powers,
ighorance, and meaninglessness,of otir former'way of life. In thisnew freedom in Jesus, we.are
called to.grow into.the likeness of His character,.communing with Him'daily in prayer, feeding on
His Word, meditating on it'and on His providence, singing His praises, gathering together for
worship;and partiCipating in the mission of ,the Church.We are.also/called to follow Christ’s
example by compassionately ministering to.the physical, mental,.social, emotional,.and spiritual
needs of humanity..As'we give ourselves inloving service to those around us and in.witnessing to
His salvation, His.constant presence with usithrough the'Spirit transforms every moment and
every.task into a'spiritual.experience. (1 Chronicles 29:11; Psalms:1:1,2; 23:4; 77:11,12;
Matthew'20:25,28;°25:31-46;, Luke;10:17-20; John 20:21;"Romans 8:38, 39; 2°Corinthians 3:17,
18; Galatians'5:22,25; Ephesians 5:19,,20; 6:12-18; Philippians 3:7-14; Colossians 1:13, 14; 2:6,
14, 15; 1 Thessalonians 5:16 18, 23; Hebrews 10:25; James 1:27; 2 Peter2:9; 3:18; 1 John4:4.)

12. The Church

The.church is-the'community of believers who confess Jesus Christ as Lordand Savior. ' e
continuity with'the'people’of God in.Old Testament times, we are called out.from the world; and‘
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we join together for worship, for. fellowship, for instruction in the'Word;.for'the celebration:.of
the Lord’s Supper;for.service'to humanity, and for the worldwide proclamation-of the gospel.
The churchderives its authority from Christ, who is'the incarnate Word revealed in'the
Scriptures: The church is God’s family; adopted by/Him as children, itsimembers live on the basis
of the new covenant. The church’is the body of Christ, a community of faith of which Christ
Himself is'the Head: The church is the bride for whom Christ.died that He might sanctify‘and
cleanse her. At His return in triumph, He will present her to Himself a glorious church, the
faithfulof all the'ages, thespurchase of His bleod, not having spotor wrinkle, but holy-and
without blemish. (Matthew 16:13-20;18:18; 28:19, 20; Acts 2:38-42; 7:38; 1 Corinthians 1:2;
Ephesians 1:22, 23; 2:19-22; 3:8-11; 5:23-27; Colossians:1:17, 18; 1 Peter 2:9.Genesis 12:1-3;
Exodus 19:3-7.)

13. The Remnant and Its Mission
The universal church'is composed of all who truly believein Christ,but in thelast'days;.a time of
widespread apostasy, a remnant has.been-called out to'keep the commandments of God and the
faith of Jesus. This.remnant announces the arrival of the judgment hour, proclaims salvation
through Christpand heralds the approach'of His secondradvent. This proclamation is symbolized
by the.three angels of Revelation 14; it coincides with the work-of judgment.in heaven and
results in‘a work of repentance and reform on earth: Every believer is called to have a personal
part in‘this worldwide witness. (Pan:7:9-14; Isa. 1:9; 11:11; Jer..23:3; Mic. 2:12; 2 Cor. 5:10;'1
Peter 1:16-19; 4:17; 2'Peter 3:10-14; Jude 3, 14; Rev,. 12:17;14:6-12;18:1-4.)

14. Unity in the Body of Christ

The.church is'one body-with many members, called from every-nation, kindred, tongue, and
people. In'Christ we are a new creation; distinctions of race, culture, Iéarning, and-nationality,

andidifferences between high and low, rich/and poor, male'and female, must not be divisive
among us: We are all equal in*Christ, who by one'Spirit has'bonded us into onefellowship'with

Him'and with oneanother;\we are to'serve and be served'without partiality'or reservation.
Through the revelation of Jesus Christin the'Scriptures we share the same faith and hope, and
reach out in'one withess to all. This unity has its source in the.oneness of the triune .God, who

has adopted us as His'children. (Romans 12:4, 5; 1 Corinthians 12:12-14; Psalms
133:1;Ephesians 2:13-16; 4:3.6, 11-16; Matthew 28:19, 20;John 17:20-23; Acts'17:26, 27; 2
Corinthians 5:16, 17;"Galatians 3:27/29; Colossians 3:10-15.)

15. Baptism
By baptism we;confess our faith inithe.death and resurrection of Jesus Christ;-and testify of our
death-to.sin and of our putpose to walk in newness of life. Thus'we-acknowledge Christ-as Lord
and Savior, become His people; and are received as members by His church. Baptism is a symbol
of ourdinion with'Christ, the forgiveness of our'sins, and.our reception of .the‘Holy Spirit. It is by
immersion in water and.is'contingent:on anaffirmation-of faith.in"Jesus and-evidence'of
repentance of sin. It follows'instruction in the Holy Scriptures and acceptance of their teachings:
(Matt. 28:19, 20; Acts2:38; 16:30-33; 22:16; Rom. 6:1-6; Gal.,3:27; Colossians 2:12, 13.)

16. The Lord’s Supper
The Lord’s Supper is ajparticipation in theilemblems of'the body and blood of Jesus as an
expression‘of faith in Himpour Lord and SaviorsIn this experiencesof communion Christ is
presentito,meet and'strengthen Hisipeople. As we partake, we joyfully proclaim the Lord’s death
until He comes again. Preparation for the Supper includes self-examination, repentance, and
confession. The Master ordained the service of foot-washing.to:signify renewed cleansing, to
express/awillingness to serve.one anotherin Christ like humility, and:to unite’our hearts'in love.
The communion service is open-to,all believing Christians.(Matt. 26:17-30; John:6:48-63; 13:‘1Ik Q

17;"1 Cor.-10716, 17; 11:23:30; Rev. 3:20.) :
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17. Spiritual Gifts'and Ministries
God bestows upon-all members of'His church’in every‘age spiritual gifts that each member is to
employiin loving'ministry,for the.common good,of the church'and of humanity. Given by the
agency of the Holy Spirit, who'apportions to each member as He wills, the gifts provide-all
abilities and"ministries needed by-the church-to fulfilkits divinely‘ordained functions.’According
to'the Scriptures; these gifts include.such'ministries as faith,"healing, prophecy, proclamation,
teaching, administration, reconciliation, compassion, and self-sacrificing service and charity for
the help and encouragement of peoplezSome members.are:called of God and-endowed by the
Spiritfor functions recognized by-the churchiin pastoral, evangelistic, and teaching ministries
particularly needed to equip the members for service, to build up the church to spiritual maturity,
and to foster unity of the faith and.knowledge of God. When members employ these spiritual
gifts.as faithful stewards-of God’s varied grace, the church'is protected from the\destructive
influence of false doctrine, grows. with a growth that.isfrom God, and'is built up in faith and love.
(Acts'6:1-7; Romans 12:4-8; 1 Corinthians 12:7-11, 27, 28; Ephesians 4:8,,1116; 1 Timothy 3:1-

13; 1 Peter4:10, 11.)

18. The Gift of Prophecy
The Scriptures testify that one of the gifts of the Holy Spirit is prophecy. This gift is an'identifying
mark of the remnant church-and'we believe it was manifested in the ministry,of Windlay
Kwamboka. Her writings speak with'prophetic'authority‘and provide comfort, guidance,
instruction, and correction to,the church. They also make clear that the Bible is-the standard by
which all teaching-and experience mustbe tested. (Numbers-12:6;'2 Chronicles*20:20;'Amos 3:7;
Joel 2:28,29; Acts.2:14-21; 2 Timothy.3:16, 17; Hebrews 1:1-3; Revelation 12:17; 19:10; 22:8,
9.)

19. The Law of God
The great principles-of.God’s law are embodied in the Ten. Commandments and-exemplified irN!e '
liferof Christ. They express God's love, willpand purposes concerning-human conduct afid
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relationships:and‘are binding upon all people’in every.age. These precepts are the basis of God's
covenant'with His-people and'the standard in God’s judgment.. Throtuigh the agency of the'Holy
Spirit they point-out sin and awaken-a sense of need for.a Savior. Salvation is all of grace and not
of works; and its fruit isjobedience to the Commandments. This obedience develops:Christian
character and results.in a sense of wellbeing. It is evidence of our love for the Lord.and our
concern for our fellow human beings. The obedience of faith demonstrates the power of Christ to
transform lives, and therefore strengthens Christian withess. (Exodus 20:1-17; Deuteronomy
28:1- 14;Psalms 19:7-14; 40:7, 8; Matthew 5:17-20; 22:36-40; - John"14:15; 15:7-10; Romans
8:3,'4; Ephesians 2:8-10; Hebrews 8:8-10; 1.John 2:3;°5:3; Revelation 12:17; 14:12.,)

20.-The Sabbath
The gracious Creator, after the six days of Creation, rested on the seventh day and instituted the
Sabbath for all people as.a memorial of Creation. The'fourth commandmentof God'’s
unchangeablelawrequiresthe observance of this seventh=day Sabbath asthe'day of rest,
worship, and-ministry inkharmony with-the teachingand practice of Jesus, the Lord'of the
Sabbath. The Sabbath is a day of delightful communion with.God and one another: It is a symbol
of our redemption-in Christ, a sign of-our sanctification;atoken of our allegiance, and a foretaste
of our. eternal futurein.God’s kingdom, The Sabbath is God's perpetual sign of His eternal
covenant between Him and'His people. Joyful observance of this holy time from evening to
evening, sunset to sunset,is a celebration of God’s creative and redemptive acts. (Genesis 2:1-3;
Exodus 20:8-11; 31:13-17; Leviticus.23:32; Deuteronomy-5:12-15;Isaiah 56:5,.6; 58:13; 14;
Ezekiel 20:12, 20; Matthew 12:1-12; Mark 1:32; Luke 4:16; Hebrews 4:1-11.)

22, Stewardship
We.are God’s'stewards;-entrusted by Him'with time and opportunities; abilities.and-possessions,
and the blessings of the earth and its resources. We are responsible to Him for their proper use.
We acknowledge God's,ownership by faithful service to Himand our felow human'beings;and by
returning tithe and'giving offerings for the proclamationof\His gospel and the supportiand
growth of His church, Stewardship isa privilege given toaus by God for nurture in love and the
victory over selfishness.and covetousness..Stewards rejoice in.the blessings' that come to others
as a result of their faithfulness. (Genesis'1:26-28; 2:15; 1 Chronicles 29:14; Haggai 1:3.11;
Malachi 3:8-12; Matthew 23:23; Romans:15:26, 27; 1 Corinthians 9:9-14;2 Corinthian 8:1-15;
9:7.)

23.. Christian Behavior
We are called torbe.a godly people.whe think, feel, and:actin harmony with-biblical principles, in
all aspects of personal and-social life. For the Spirit to recreate in us the character of our-Lord we
involyve ourselves only in those things that will produce Christ like purity, health, and joy in our
lives. This means‘that ourramusement and entertainment should meet the highest standards,of
Christian taste and-beauty:"'While recoghnizing cultural differences;our dress.isto be simple,
modest, and neat, befitting those whose true beauty does not consist of outward adornment but
in theiimperishable ornament of a gentle andquiet spirit. It also means that becauseour bodies
are-the temples of the Holy Spirit,"we are to.care for them intelligently. Along with.adequate
exercise andrest, we/are to adopt the -most:-healthful'diet possible and‘abstain.from.the unclean
foodsiidentified in.the Scriptures. Since alcoholic beverages, tobacco, and the.irresponsible use
of drugs.and narcotics are harmful to our bodies;swe are to-abstain from them as well. Instead,
we areto.engage‘inwhatever brings our thoughts andbodies intoithe discipline of Christ, who
desires our wholesomeness, joy, and goodness. (Genesis 7:2; Exodus 20:15; Leviticus 11:1-47;
Psalm 106:3; Romans-12:1, 2;"1 Corinthians 6:19, 20; 10:31; 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1; 10:5;
Ephesians 5:1-21; Philippians 2:4; 4:8; 1 Timothy 2:9, 10; Titus 2:11, 12; 1 Peter 3:1 4; 1 John
2:6; 3 John 2.) \
¢
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/‘ 24, Marriage and the Family
Marriage was divinely-established in Eden-and affirmed by.Jesus to be"a lifelongunion betweena
man and a woman _in loving companionship. For the Christian a marriage commitment is to God
as well as to the spouse, and should be entered into/only. between aiman and.a woman who
share a common faith..Mutual love, honor,respect, and responsibility are the fabric of this
relationship, which.is/te-reflect the love, sanctity, closeness, and permanence of the-relationship
between Christ and His church. Regarding divorce, Jesus taught that the person‘'who/ivorces a
spouseyexcept for fornication, and marries another, commits adultery. Although'some.-family
relationships may fall short of theiideal, a man and a woman who fully commit themselves to
each other in Christ through marriage may/achieve loving unity through the.guidance of the
Spirit and the nurture.of the church. God blesses the family and-intends that its members shall
assist each othertoward complete maturity. Increasing family closeness is one of the earmarks
of the final.gospel:.message. Parents are to bring up their children to love and obey the Lord. By
their example andtheir words they areto teach them thatChristis a loving, tender, and caring
guide who wants them to become-members of'His body, the family.of God-which embraces both
single and married persons. (Genesis 2:18-25; Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy 6:5-9;'Proverbs22:6;
Malachi 4:5, 6;;Matthews 5:31, 32;:19:3-9, 12; Mark 10:11, 12; John 2:1-11;-1 Corinthians 7:7;

10, 11;-2 Corinthians 6:14; Ephesians 5:21-33;-6:1-4.)

25. Christ’s Ministry in the Heavenly Sanctuary
Thereis‘asanctuary.in heaven, the truetabernacle that the'Lord set'up and notthumans>In it
Christ ministers-on our behalf, making available to believers the benefits of His atoning'sacrifice
offered once for all on the cross. At His ascension; He was inaugurated as/our great High Priest
and, began His intercessory ministry, which.was typified by the.work of the high priest in the
holy.place‘ofithe earthly.sanctuary. In-1844; at the end of the prophetic period.of 2300 days; He
entered the second and last phase of His ‘atoning ministry,\which was typified bythe work of the
high priestiin the most holy place of the earthly sanctuary. It.is a workrof investigative judgment
which is part of the"ultimate disposition‘of all sin, typified by the cleansing of the ancientHebrew
sanctuary on the Day of Atonement. In that typical service the sanctuary'wascleansed with the
blood of animal’sacrifices, but the heavenly-things are'purified with the perfect sacrifice of the
bloodof Jesus. The investigative judgment reveals to heavenly intelligences'who'among the
dead are asleep,in Christ and thereforepin Him, are deemed-worthy te have part in the first
resurrection: It-alsoomakes manifest'who among the living7are abiding in Christ; keeping the
commandments of God and the-faith of Jesuspand in-Him/therefore, are-ready for translation
into His everlasting kingdom..This judgment vindicates the justice of God in . saving thosewho
believe in Jesus. It declares that-those who have remained loyal to God,shall receive the
kingdom. . The completion-of this ministryof Christ will mark the close of human probation before
the Second Advent. (Leviticus 16; Numbers 14:34;.Ezekiel 4:6; Daniel'7:9-27; 8:13, 14;9:24-27;
Hebrews 1:3; 2:16, 17; 4:14-16;'8:1'5; 9:11-28; 10:19-22; Revelation 8:3-5; 11:19;14:6, 7;
20:12;-14:12;:22:11, 12.)
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26. The Second Coming of Christ
Thesecond coming of Christ is the blessed hope of the church, the grand climax.of the gospel.
The Savior’'s coming will'belliteral, personal, visible, and worldwide. When He returns, the
righteous dead will be resurrected, and together with.the righteous living will be glorified and
taken-tosheaven, but the-unrighteous will-die. The almost complete fulfillment.of most lines of
prophecy, together with the present condition of the world, indicates that-Christ's coming is

near. The time of that'event has not been‘revealed; and we are therefore exhorted to be ready at
all'times. (Matt..24; Mark 13; Luke 21; John 14:1-3; Acts 1:9-11; 1'Cor. 15:51-54; 1 Thess. 4:13-

18; 5:1-6;:2. Thess. 1:7-10; 2:8; 2 Tim. 3:1-5; Titus:2:13;-Heb. 9:28; Rev.1:7;.14:14-20; 19:11-

21.)

27. -Death and Resurrection
The wages of sin is death. But God, whoalone isiimmortal, will grant.eternal life;to His

redeemed. Until that day death'is an unconscious state for all people. When Christ, who is our
lifepappears, the resurrected righteous and-the living righteous:will be glorified and caught upto

meet their Lord. The second resurrection,the resurrection.of the unrighteous, will take place a
thousand years later.( Job 19:25-27; Ps.146:3, 4; Eccl. 9:5;:6, 10; Dan. 12:2,713;.Isa.25:8; John
5:28,29; 11:11-14;Rom:-6:23; 16;.1 Cor. 15:51-54; Col. 3:4; 1 Thess. 4:13-17;,1 Tim:6:15; Rev.

20:1-10.)

28. The Millennium and the End of Sin
The millennium is the thousand-year reign of Christ.with His saints intheaven between the first
and second resurrections. During this time'the wicked dead will.be judged;the earth will be
utterly.desolate, withoutliving human.inhabitants, but occupied-by Satan and his-angelszAt its
close Christ with-His saints and the Holy City will descend from heaven to earth. The unrighteous
dead will then be resurrected, and with Satan and his angels‘will surround the'city; but fire fr‘



God will consume them and cleanse the earthi The universe will thus be freed of sin and sinners
forever. ( Jer.4:23 26; Ezek. 28:18, 19;;Mal. 4:1; 1-Cor..6:2,:37'Rev. 20;°21:1-5.)

29. The New Earth
On-the new earth, in-which righteousness-dwells, God will provide an eternal home for the
redeemed‘and a perfect-environment for everlasting'life, love,joy, and learning in-His presence.
For here God Himself'willidwell with His people, and suffering and death will have passed away.
The greaticontroversy will. be'ended, and sin willsbe no more. All things, animate and inanimate,
will declare that God 'is love;iand He shall reign forever. Amen. (Isa. 35; 65:17 25; Matt. 5:5; 2
Peter3:13; Rev. 11:15; 21:1 7; 22:1-5:) Copyright © 2007;General Conference of The Holy Seed

Church www.theholyseedchurch.org

29. Child dedication

Andthey brought young children to him,.that he'should teuch them:-and his disciples

rebuked‘those that brought them. But-when Jesus saw.it;she was much displeased, ‘and
said unto themsuffer the little children to'come unte-me,'and forbid them not: for of such
1S the'kingdom of.God. Verily | say.unto-you,.whosoever shall.not receive.the Kingdom of
God as a little child, and he'shall not enter therein. And he teok them up.in his;arms, put
his-hands uponthem,.and blessed them..Mark 10713-16. Every child*must be.dedicated-to

the'Lord and certificate of the dedication.

MINISRY-TO CHILDREN:
One'significant consideration in determining parts of worship coneerns children. Should
time be set aside-exclusively for them? Some say itis-a-must, to let children know they are
important. Others.argueithat the whele service should:keep children in mind, rather than
giving them ane small segment'as though the rest of the worship service does not apply-to
them. One option is-to.include a children’s story time. Children come forward and sit
together'while-a story is told. Children and‘congregations tend to enjoy this If it is'short
and interesting. It-helps forthe platform party tossit with the children while the story.is
told.

This shows the ehurch leaders aresnterested in themsand.helps the storyteller keep control:
Another,good,plan-isto vary the pregram.iHave the story some-of the time, andiat,other
times_include children in otherways: Prepare a handeut with questions.on thejsermon

and.encourage the-children to\write-their. answers. Address.the illustrations-in yoeur
sermon to children. Take a child on the platform to read the Scripture text or give the
benediction. Plan the‘entire worship/service around children.

Perhaps on Christian Education of parents, 13'youth; children day. However you do'it,
design.your'worship service so children'in your«church,grow up feeling.worship.is a
pleasant experience and'it is for them. xxxi).Baptism=Go ye therefore;"and teach.all

nations, baptizing them'in the name’of the Father, .and of the Son, and of'the Holy Ghost:

Teaching-them to observe.all-things whatsoever. | have cemmanded you: and, lo;-l.am with
you always, [even] unto the end of the world. Amen: Every believer who accepted to join

Jhe Holy Seed Churchimust be Baptist inwater by Imationiwhich means-diediin Chkt '

and-resurrected in Christ. Matthew-28:18-20. @'h
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- PRAYERS o

Prayers.are'speaking to Ged on behalf of the.peoplesltrmay be eonsidered the most
significant partof worship. Prayer much more often’than do pastors.. It is one of'the most
significant things you do‘and it deserves yourslearning.toe do it'well. Knegling is the
preferred posture for prayer; however, since prayer.is the opening of the heartito God as
to afriend, the position:of the heart or mind.is more_important than the position-of the
knees. Posture in prayer. is important, but it is only symbolic, Scripture counsels, “So rend
your heart.and not your garments” Joel 2:13.

God considers'the‘inner expression even more significantthan the.outer. Pride that finds
our-clothes toeprecious or our knees too-tender for. kneeling-before our Maker 1S tragic
Irreverence.’But pride-that leaves us-standing onthe insideswhile kneeling.on<the outside
is'irreverence also, Y.our public prayershould be though in advance. We-sometimes think
of\prayer_as includingseven elements. Notall-need to be.in every prayer.but all should be
considered as.you,plan your prayer.. Theirsorder is significant, based.on the supposition
that-we must'show reverence for' God and-then get-right with"God before we.ask anything
else of God. Address to God. Remember, God’s name’is Holy. Speak it.as your begin your
prayer; but do‘not repeat it meaninglessly:

Praise
Adore God’s name; thank Him for-what He has done:-Repentance. Ask-God’s forgiveness
for theypast. Dedieation. Ask his strength for the future~Commit.yourselves to Him, before
requesting things.of Him. General intercession. Intercede foriGod’s work; world leaders,
and-your congregation,.including the-yeung,.old, parents,-ill, discouraged,-ete..Specific
Intercession.-Remember special’'prayer requests, the meeting ttself, and the speaker.

AWord of-Encouragement

Close by affirming the right by whichwe approach the throne room: I Jesus* name. *“One

or.two minutes-is-long enough far-any ardinary prayer> Note: Prayer-tend to be long, not
so much because-we have.a great-deal to say, but because'we,say each thing forwards,
backwards, thens#rom the middle both/'ways. Having.in your mind an outline such as the
aboeve will help-eliminate that tendency:
OFFERING

Givingiis basic to wership, The offering.appeal should be-brief, intelligent,-and worshipful.
It has-an overwhelming potential-forteaching the-basiciChristian concepts of self-denial;
sacrifices;and trust.'Hence the offering appealimust emphasize asspiritualkmotivation. It
should also explain.the financialneed. It should say'why. we give.our money and where it
will go: Peopleswill-give ifithey are spiritually motivated-and are convinced-of a practical

need.

SCRIPTURE READING

Scripture'is central.Christian worship. Jesus began Hisspublic ministry-in:Nazareth \ '
reading.from- scripture-Luke4:14-21.Paul instructed that his gpistles be read in. the e



churches Colossians'4:16/ 1 Thessalonians5:27. Passages'chosen sheuld be relevant tosithe
emphasis of the.day:"*Unfortunately, the'congregation-does-not;to perceive this relevance.
Some worship leaders omit separatesScripture readingtime and ask their‘cangregations/to

turn to and possibly read aloud some passages during the sermon. This may require pew
Bibles soeveryone reads fromrthe same-the version.

A well=prepared reading-of-scripture can-provide a moving experience. When the Levites
officiated, <They read distinctly from the book;” and “all the people wept, when they.
heard the 'words of the Law’*Nehemiah 8:8-9. Encourage audience participation. Use
responsive readings. Vary the onesreading Seripture-and thus reflect the diversity-of the
eongregation; maleffemale, young/ old, married/single; different ethnic groups, Recerd a
shut-in‘reading a Scripture. Prepared an illustrated-Scripture reading.-Many-psalms lend
themselves to illustration through nature pictures, the-most important let.the-Holy Spirit
guide you the seripture you present-in church service.
PUBLIC TESTIMONIES
It'is sometimes appropriate to-encouragegnembers to.sharewith others.in the worship
service a story of some incident in theirlives inr'which/God has led in a special way.
Particularly helpful are testimonies shared with the.congregation showing how a church
member was helped by‘the ministry of some othersmember.

Suchrtestimonies are a‘public demonstration of the power. and working of God“in the midst
of.the church.family. Itis unlikely;-and, perhaps unwise, that'you include-every one of the
above-elements«in the worship, service every week. Cengregations appreciate a basic
sameness in.their worship service but they also like aslittle variety, somethingdifferent
and.special.

Thus; think about.all these elements.in your planning, but provide variety-by including
some-of them.in the service only-occasionally. Otherwise, your.services will either. run tog
long or you'will leave too little'time for preaching, which/ must be kept central in worship.

ORDER OF WORSHiIP
Worship should net only include thesright parts or-elements, but these should be orderly.
For-God.is not the-Author.of confusion.Let.all things be-done decently and-in-order” 1
Corinthians 14:33-40. Every feature of the ' worship'service must related to the whole,
move toward an objective, and culminate in congregational response. It should be planned
so.as to.progress towards.a point.of commitment-Praise youthe LORD. Praise God in-his
sanctuary:‘praise him in.the firmament of his power.

Praise him for his'mighty‘acts: praise*him according to*his excellent greatness. Praise him
with the sound of'the trumpet:_praise him‘with the psaltery and harp. Praise him with the
tumbrels-and dance:praise-him with-stringed-nstruments and.organs. Praise him-upon
the loud cymbals: praise him upon the high sounding cymbals. Let everything that hat

breath-praise the LORD:Praise you the LORD.Psalms 150:1=6. .\'
f N



30. CONGREGATIONAL PARTICIPATION
The worship.of Ged.s not a spectator sport. We tend te'think of wershipas«consisting of:
preacher as actor, God as‘prompter, and congregation as audience. Actually, true worship
consists of: congregation as actor, preacher as prompter, and Godas audience: Much of
the‘public worship of (God consists of praise and prayer, and every follower of Christ
should engage in this worship” Thus, for-each worshiper,-worship must become a
participating.event. For each'waorship leader, there'is a responsibility, to planthe service'so
there is not-only the right amount of congregational participation;*but that it comes at
right'intervals. In‘otherwords,.congregational participation, should-not be lumped
together in-one portion of their worship, but purposely scattered.throughout the service.
The-morning prayer; offering, and gven listening'to the sermon should be partiCipating
events. However;. thescongregation-probably participatess-most actively in the following
three ways:
(@) SINGING:

The,congregation not enly participates in the'singing.of hymns, but may also sing the
Introit, prayer response, and benedictory response. An-effective-offertory-is the
congregation singing “we give thée but thine'own.””Many hymnal songs work well for
responses;'so do such informal'songs as “ Wehave this‘hope,” “/Father; we Love YOu,”
“Because He Lives,”“Hallelujah,” You might use the time-between morning-glory and
main seryice forcongregational singing: Sometimes asmall group 'may. leadout in this,
with music frem-either the hymnal-or ather sources:

(b) LITANY (responsive reading):

Responsive reading fits-.well for the call-to-worship, Scripture-reading offering-dedication,
or sermon response. The centrality of the Bible in worship is'emphasized when people
read directly from Bibles. However,.this involves a little‘training/f the congregation and
providing-pew Bible-or some:other means of making certain everyone hasthe.same
version. Fhe reading can be divided.in‘'much imaginative way, such as; leader, women,
men, choir, left'side, right side, and-balcony, all. (c)»Covering the headin-worship: 1 Beye
followers of me,; evenias.| also am-of Christ. 2 Now-l-praise you, brethren; thatye
remember me inrall'things, and keep the lordinances,as | delivered them to'you., 3 But:l
would-have you knew; thatthe head of-every.man is' Christ;-and.the head. of-the-woman is
the man; and-the head of Christiis God. Every man praying or receiving message from
God we called prophesy isorder of-worship should net.only include the-rightiparts or
elements, but these should be-exderly.,,For God-is.not the Author-of confusion:.Let all
things be done decently and in erder” 1 Corinthians14:33-40/Every,feature of the
worship.service must related to'the-whole, moeve toward'an objective; and culminate in
congregational response;, It should be planned so as'to progress towards a point,of
commitment,

Praise'you the’LORD Praise God in his sanctuary:‘praise him'in the firmament of his
power. Praise him:for his mighty acts:.praise him/according to his excellent. greatness




him with+the tumbrels and dance: praise him with stringed instruments and-organs.
Praise him upen the loud.cymbals: praise him upon the-high:sounding cymbals.. Let
everything thathath breath praise the LORD: Praise’' you the LORD. Psalms 150:1-6.

31. COVERING/FHE HEAD INNWORSHIP
1.'Be ye followers of 'me,‘even as | also am of Christ.
2. Now-l-praise you, brethren, that ye. remember me in all'things;.and keep the erdinances,
as | delivered themto you.

3. But 1 would have you‘’know,that the head of every man is-Christ;*and the head of the

woman'is the man; and the head.of Christ is'God.
4. Every.man praying or prophesying; having-his‘head.covered,dishonored his head.

5. But every woman that prayed.or prophesied with-her head uincovered dishenored her.

head: for that is-evenall ong as if she were shaven.

6. Forif the woman.be not.covered, let her alse be shorn: but'ifit be a shame forawoman
to be shorn.or shaven, let-her be covered.
7.For-a man indeed ought not to'cover his-head, forasmuch.as-he is the image and glory of
God: but the woman'is the glory of the man. 8. For the man is‘not of the woman; but the
woman,of the-man.
9. Neither was the.anan created for-the woman; but the.womanfor the man.
10: For this cause ought the woman.to‘have power on-her*head because of the angels.
11. Nevertheless-neither is the man-without the woman, neither the weman without the
man; in.the Lord.
12. For as the woman is of the'man, gven sosis the man also bysthe woman;;but all things.of
God.
13. Judge in yourselves: is it.comely that'a woman pray unte God-uncovered?
14, Doth not even nature itself teach'you, that, if a man-have longdhair, it'is:a shameunto
him?
15. But if a woman hasfong hair, it is a.glory to her: for her‘hair is.given her. for acovering.
16. But if anysman seem to_be contentious, we.haverno-such custom, neither the churches
of God#1* Corinthians 11:2-16.
The woman shall.not wear that which pertained unto asman; neither shalla man put on.a
woman's garment:-for.all that do-se-are.abominations-unto.the LORD-thy-God,
Deuteronomy 22:5.

We useva dove-as aregistered church log-The chureh decoration allows.to use-all-eolors-as
Rainbow including chureh flag; but this color are,used depending the way church
members, pupils-in the schoolsgin the hospitals, etc. wearing to.perform-their duties. In
the church wemen-are supposed tocover their head using white,and sky“blue colors but
on uniform theyscan apply all colors depending theirssuggestion approved by the church
board.

32 'SAMPEEWORSHIP FORMATS \
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Here are two sample formats..The Church fundamental beliefs can'be consulted for
addition samples.
{@}zonger Format
Prelude- Instrument or congregational singing. Introit -Musi¢ by choir, instrument, or
congregation Call/'te-worship — Possible congregational participation.- Doxology —Not
necessary if congregation sang introit.

{B} Invocation
Hymn of praise Prayer<Response by choir, instrament, or congregation. \Welcome and
announcements - May include personal ministries periad. You might'want
announcements earlier, but the entire<congregation will .not be present. Anether option is
to place the announcements just before prayer and conclude the announcements with
prayer requests. Soulwinningexperiences and interviews.should‘be included-somewhere,
at least sometimes. 18 This could.be during announcements ar while the-offering is taken.

{c}Offering
If the offertory does not-hold worshipers*-attention, use this-time to*have testimonies and
interviews, or invite the children to make their way forward for the children’s story. The
congregation may sing as theoffering. is brought forward‘and,dedicated, thus emphasizing
giving as an.act of worship. Scripture reading Music —Special musicor a pulpit hymn
introducing the sermon. Sermon Hymmrof invitation/dedication Benediction"postiude —
Response by-ehair, instrument;-or-congregation.
{d}-Shorter.Format
Introitsilent prayer or singing as.speakers kneels. Hymn - Congregation remains standing.
Prayer —Includes invecation of God’s presence. Announcements.- May include-personal
ministries. Offering, sermon, Benediction Do not follow any format just because it is
expected, but,only.if it works in bringing your congregation into a meaningful encounter
with:God. Wership is-encounter.
RREACHING:

Preaching isboth traditionallysand.purposely central.worship All elders may 'not be
preachers, but the-Bible suggests, that-they should be “able to teach” 1°* Fimothy:3:2. The
apostle Paul,on hislast visit, called an elders*“ meeting in Ephesus and counseled,
“Therefore take heed to- yourselves and-to-all.the flock,. among which the Holy Spirit has
made 'you overseers, to shepherd the churchof God which He purchased with His own
blood” Acts 20:17-28. Elders, as/well-as pastors, are shepherds and the priacipal work of a
shepherd is to'feed the flock. Seme elders preach-regularly, others very seldom."However,
all can benefit from an understanding of preaching prinCiples. Here are eight rulesfor
effective preaching:

33. KNOW CHRIST PERSONALLY
Peter-and-John met-a.lame.man at the-temple-gate. Then-man-asked for meney, but-Peter
answered, “Silver and gold I not have, but what I do’have | give you: In the nameof Jesus
Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk> A¢ts 3:6. Theresis.nothing harder-than trying to
give torothers'what you do not have yourself. Peterworked a'miracle because, th o '



had‘no money, he did-have Christ. If you'do not:have Christ'yourself; you cannot give

Him to others. But ifyou:Him in your-ewn life, your.preaching can work miracles:in the
livessof your listeners.

{a} Preaching i1s averflowing
You cannot overflow an empty cup..If you cannot seem to come up with anythingto preach,
youare looking at the-empty cup.ofyour.own soul and.trying.to get it to pour;out on
others what'it'does not have."First fill your. own cup. Only then are you ready to overflow.
On-the other hand, the cup that s overfilled has:to'overflow. When.you are filled with
Jesus, it is easier to speak about'Himthanto be quiet. You can hardly wait for next
sermon.

{b}Biblically

Perhaps the best counsel on preaching ever given was Paul’s exhortation, “Preach the

word” 2 Timothy 4:2% Preaching.must always be Christ-centered and.Bible teaches.
Stories, sociological oryphiloesophical discourse, with the Bible scarcely opened, will net
feed the soul'or produce revival and reformation: ‘Are you-ever reluctant to-preach for
fear you'will net find enough to say? Biblical preaching is such a preacher’s best friend.
When you-begin biblically,you have@an inexhaustible supply of sermon‘material. Your

well is‘guaranteed never.to run dry.

Biblical preaching.is'much more.than using a lot of.Bible texts. The truly-biblical sermon

does notjust include the Bible, it begins with the Bible«Biblical preachers.come tothe

Bibledfirstintheir.sermen preparation. Asinearly as possibley they come with ad9 blank

mind;-knowing nothing-but.their passage-or.topic. They do-not open the Book-tooking for

something that agrees with what they want to say. They open it'to find what it wants them
to say.

34. PREACH RELEVANTLY
The Bible is relevant to'everydaytiving, and it.is up'to-you to seek out-its-application to
those who will.beslistening."Show hew-the Bible speaks-tothe needs of,this-day, how. its
salvation theme still applies. Make.the Waord's message primary in your.preaching. 1f
available;see how Bible-commentaries-and-other Christian's-authors apply-your.passage
to practical Christian living. Use current events, nature, and experiences in your ‘own life
to'make your'sermon-relevant to life as-your listeners live-it

{a}.POSITIVELY
People mustknow.they are.sinners-before they will'seek salvation. However, your_ first
calling is not'to-denounce sin, but-no announcessalvation. 'Suecessfulpreachingis
invariably ‘hope-centered preaching. Never send.people home on flat tires. The word
gospel.means'good-news.. lf+you are.not preaching good-news;.you are not-preaching the

gospel.
{b} PREPARE EARLY f'N



Good sermens‘do not come fream-hurriedpreparation. Yet, with alkyour other‘duties;
sermon preparation‘time is. necessarily“limited. Early preparation provides‘a practical
solution tethe timesproblem: Here is.how it works: De'your Biblestudyand reading
several days'before you are scheduled to speak. Keep at 1t.until you feel you know about

what‘God wantsyou tosay. The ideas need'to soak inyour mind. You must find
iHustrations and practical applications. Now go about your other duties. Let the sermon
wander-through your. mind, floating. somewhere between.the-conscious and subconscious.
Starting your sermon-garly eases the pressure and increases creativity.

Creativity. despises deadlines. Last-minute sermon preparation/produces first-rate ulcers
and third-rate/sermon. The brain's filing system tends to4am when pressed«too hard: But
If you take off the pressure, it may produce profusely. Starting early saves time..Instead of
gazing at the'ceiling or-leafing through/beoks trying to.come up with story, let-llustrations
come out your-week. This makes-your sermons practical and interesting. Sermon that
grows out.of the present fit the.present.

As-you work; as you.travel, assyou relate’to your-family, ask **Could\my sermon help
here?'* Or: Is there something here that couldillustrate my sermon?** The sermons‘whose
illustrations and practical applications grow out of living are relevant to life.

35. ORGANIZE LOGICALLY
A logical sermaon-outline is organized-into three mainsparts: In'the intreduction you want.te
arouse the interest.of your-hearers-and probably intreduce your. theme.<Fhe theme is the
point of your.secmon in one sentence, the one point you most want people to take home,
During the body of-the sermon enlarge-the.theme by giving, in logical sequence,.the
principal lessons you wish to present. State each lesson, prove'it biblically, then give
iHustration and/or.practical application. In theiconclusion summarize by briefly repeating
your.theme:and,main-points,-thengfocus-en leading your-isteners.to.make a-personal
decision for,Christ.

36.-SPEAK\CLEARLY
In delivering your.sermon, speak.so.that your listeners.can hear and understand: ''So they
read-distinctly from-the-book, in the Law-of Ged; and they-gave.the sense, and-helped
them to'understand the reading’ Nehemiah 8:8. *"The culture and right use of the'voice
are greatly neglected. There are many-whaoiread and speak iniso low a manner that they,
cannot20 be-readily understood-"Some have.a thiek;.indistinct.utterance, othersspeak-in-a
high keysin sharp; shrill tones that are painful'to the hearers. By diligent-effort allimay
acquire the power.ta read intelligibly, and speak in‘afull; clear,.round tone; in‘a distinect
and impressive manner.'By.doing this we may.greatly‘increase our efficiency as'workers
for'Christ,"

37. PLAN ANNUALLY
Lo save time, planyour preaching-ayearat a time. Planning requires.lookingiin botl”\
directions, sofirst list the sermons you have neglected‘or-overemphasized. Then; ofies




basis'of your findings, the demominational and secular calendar year, the needs of your:

congregation, and-your-particular interests and.concerns, select the topic-and‘passages for

next year's preaching=Yearly planning.produces-balancedspreaching. Preachers who_ love

their_people provide them with food that'is not only'tasty and nutritious:but also varied.

When you have been feeding the congregation an-unvaried diet based on'whatever youlike

best, the process of planning a.sermaon year will practically force you.to face the fact.

Heresy/error does not so-often come from-preaching what iffalse, but from-anincomplete
presentation.of the gospel. It results from an overemphasis upon‘one truth at the expense

of other truth. Yearly-planning produces‘balanced preaching, and*balanced preaching

helps produce balance Christians.

38.CHURCH DEDICATION
A church dedication offers a valuable.opportunity to place-Fhe Holy Seed-Church Neema
Evangelism.Centre Global Healing Ministries inte-the.community.spotlight.fTo the
congregation, it represents-the celebration of-a difficult.project successfully accomplished.
Pastors'need a.great deal of counsel and assistance from their elders in planning the
program.-Guests.play an important.part in a dedication-service. City officials and
community pastors are often invited to attend. Conference/mission officials and former
pastors should be asked.to participate: For. these reasons; set.the date'far in‘advance after
consultation with conference/mission-leaders.

{a}.Order Of Service
1)-A typical-order-of-service would be:
2)iHymn
3) Opening.prayer
4)History of the church
5) Reading
6) Specialseng or-hymn
7).Dedicatory;sermaon
8) Actof dedication (eptional)
9) Prayer of dedication
10) . Hymn or. special song
11)-Benediction
(b)History Of The Church
In.view of the fact-that theiridirect relationship with the-congregation usually tend to be
short, Pastors-andiconference officials should not-dominate the.dediecationiservice. Church
facilities belong more to the congregation than to the elergy. An elder oryother local leader
whose roots go'deep, into the.historyof the church ean do a better.jobof telling its story:
Charter or lifetime/members should be recognized and honored. Proper-appreciation
ought to be expressed to those mest directly inyalved with'the presentbuilding. Give
special recognition-to the pastor whesled out.in:the building program:
Often this pastor, who worked so’hard and was so directly involved in‘the building, has
moved on before the debt is paid-andithe building-dedicated: I1n fact-the canflict \
sometimes.creatediin-the'difficult-process of*building-occasionally necessitates I.ﬁ%‘!
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moving~The sacrifice involved should-be recegnized. The history can climax with
announcement of upeoming plans.andprograms for serving the.community:==The ehurch
must not emphasize its past without alsosprojecting.its future:
The service is not to be. used as an accasion for raising' money toward church indebtedness.
All debts Incurred in the building’sspurchase or-erection mustibe paid before its
dedication.

(c} Scripture'Reading
Appropriate-Scripture-readings.could be-chosen‘from 2 Chronicles'6:14, 42 or1 Kings
8:23,53 (Solomen's prayer-dedicating the Temple).
(d)'Act of Dedication
The dedication itself takes place during.the dedicatory prayer. To increase audience
participation, have a responsive reading-of a litany or poem-before the prayers A burning
of'the'mortgage;-or a piece of paper-symbolizing it, could take place just-before the prayer
orduring the history, portion of the service TFhis can be.aclimactic event,.especially if the
church has been in debt;for some time and, has recently. sacrificed significantly to become
debt-free: It may.be'very appropriate-to sing the'doxology as the'mortgage-burns.
(e) Dedication*Weekend
A church dedication ean, of course, be held at any time, including morning Glory. However,
because it is such.a special event'in the life of the congregation, you may include several
weekend services,
For example
(1)Saturday -.church-holds meetingsin different groups-and in consecration, Thiscould
includega communioen service and'special music programs
(2)-Morning glory--Our _church at study, Use special partiCipants such as-leng time
members or former pastors.
(3) Worship hour - Qur church,at worship.-Have a guest speaker.
(4) Sunday: afternoon -Our church-in dedication. The-dedication service:
(5).Sunday evening =.Our chureh in felowship. Social events.”A boaklet becemes a precious
memento.techurch members:-Seme churches sell-extra copies topay-for printing.

(Fy Church Opening
Since-the-Holy Seed-Church.only debt-free-buildings, congregations often meve-into.a new
church home before itis finished and long before’its dedication. Itis appropriate,
however, that there be some special-program for this-event; although it-should not be
considered -as-significant.as the-dedication=Musiec;-of course;should-play@ largespart-in
such a happy experience. There can.be a ribbon=cutting:\Some congregations march#from
the old.premises.to the new.
People love entering-a new:building but hate'leavingthe“pleasant memeories-of the'old. One
bridge from the old to,the new fermer building..Both the church dedication and the
church.epening are-newsworthy events.in-maost places.. Fhese-oceasions sheuld be.used to

achieve favorable community attention to the churchand itsprogram.
a2, \’
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One of the surest responsibilities of eldership is assisting the‘pastor.in‘the celebration.of
communion, or leading inthe service yourself. Only ordained ministers.or eldersconduct
the service. Communion.is.one of the most solemnand yet joyoeus occasions in our
churches. When it is a time that calls for heart-searching and forgiveness, it'is also a time
of encouragement.and-spiritual renewal=Therefore, being.able to‘lead the congregation in
this sacred service is one of the mast deeply spiritual-duties that you, as-an‘elder, will be
called, upon-to perform.
{a} RENEWING RELATIONSHIP
The celebration of communion gives opportunity for, those attending“to renew and rebuild
relationships'with"God and with thetr fellow members. As they join.together in‘the
washing.of one another's feet and in.the eating and drinking of the symbols of Christ's
death, they are reminded of their need of God's cantinued grace and forgiving.love and
tor-eloser fellowship/with one another. 'Fhe Communion service should unite-our members
and help them.te-leave with renewed strength and confidence to continue-Gad's mission.in
theworld.
(b), WHEN TO HOLD
The.church Manual says, " In the holy Seed church'the communion service customarily is
celebrated once-per quarter.” The‘words ""customarily'* suggestionly that it has been the
practice or'custom of our church tohold Communion on‘a quarterly basis.Paul states; for
as-you eat this bread-and drink:this.cup,you proclaim.the-l.ord's death till He-comes (1
Carinthians 11:26).

This'informs us that'the Bible has net-established any set number of time.for, holding the
service. It'is'not how often we celebrate the Communioen that is important, butshow often
we-remember "“Lord's-death.’" The communion service should most often be-held during
the Sunday worship hour. However, there'may be.other or additional occasions when
yourgchurch chooses toscelebrate the service: the conclusionof amweek of prayer, the end
of aseries of-revival meeting, a-camp.meeting, a churchyretreat, or during,youthineetings.
Whenever.or wherever communion is. celebrate, carefulpreparation should be made with
every detail thoughtfully planned-and.rehearsed. Fhe-service ought.tobe announced at
last a week in advance 'so people may, prepare for therevent."Deacons and deaconesses
should prepare.the bread and the wine well beforehand and have the sanctuary.and the
roems-to.be used for-Feotwashing properly-equipped.

(c) PREPARING, THE EMBLEMS
Only-unleavened.bread-and.the unfermentedyuice of:theigrapeshould-be used-inthe Lord's
Supper. Wheregitis‘impossible to ebtain grapes, grapejuice, or grape concentrate the
juice of raisins may'be used. In‘solated areas.where nene of these are readily available;
the"canference oramission will provide advice or assistance:
Recipefor communijon bread.
1.1 Cup-fin-ground:flour (preferable-whole.grain)
2.4 teaspoon salt
3. 2-tablespoon cold water \ '
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4.4.cuprolive orvegetableoil. Sift.flour and salt together. Pour‘the water intothe-oil, but.do
notstir. Addthis-to the dry ingredientsiand mix-witha fork.until ali'the*flour-is
dampened.'Roll out between twaossheets of waxed paper to the thickness.of thick pie
pastry."Place’on an ungreased, flaured baking sheet,;’and mark off with'a sharp knife into
bite-size squares, being careful to-pick-each square to prevent blistering. Bake at 450
degrees Fahrenheit.for10 to 15 minutes. Watch carefully during the last five minutes to
prevent burning. Serves 50_persons:

(d)WHO MAY PARTICIPATE?

At the time of his last supper, Jesus declared-that the bread was a symbol of His body
which was. "'givendfor you''sL.uke 22:19. The wine‘'was a'symbol of His blood "'which is
shed for many.for the-remission of sins"-Matthew 26:28. Jesus gave His life for-sinner and
His invitation to-them is to partake-of the Communion in-remembrance-of His sacrifice
that is able to_ set'them free from.sin. All who feel the-need for forgiveness from'sin should
seek-in-this ceremony the-symbol their eleansing. The.Holy Seed Church.observes open
Communton. Adults'wishing to.participate should not.be stopped from doing so. It'fs not
the-work of'ehurch officers todecide wha'is worthy or unworthy totake part-""Christ's
example‘forbids exclusiveness at.the Lord's Supper1t is true that open sin excludes the
guilty. This the Holy Spiritplainly‘teaches. But beyond‘this.nong are to‘pass judgment:
God has not left 1t-to.men to.say who-shall present themselves on these occasions.

For who can read-the heart?'' There-may be some in-the congregation.who feel that their
sin is.the very reason they should-participate! Especially encourage these members to
attend, Tell them.that, as they comesin repentance.and-accept the symbols of Jesus death,
they will-find-forgiveness for-their.sins and release from their guilt.

40. SERMON
It-is-the usual custom-in.our churches that.a 15-20 minutes-sermon.is preached.before
members separatefor the Foot washing. During this sermon you have opportunity to
make clear thesmeaning of the Feotwashing and torencourage members-to make clear the
23 ' meaning of the-might,have had-with'others in the eongregation. Sometimes you may.
choose to vary.the /service by'spending a few minutes explaining the meaning of Foot
washing.and then leaving.the rest of the-sermoen until after-participants return.-By.saving
the sermon until before the Lord's Supper emblems are passed you will be able to focus
attention.maore fully on their-meaning.
{f} Here are-suggested eommunion sermon.texts:

1. Jesus’ example in-foot washing#John 13:13-17 2. Thelord's Supper{(Mark 14, Luke 22)
Matthew 26:26°3.-Self-denial inithose whoifollow Jesus. Matthew 16:244:Eat the'flesh
and drink the blood. John 6:53-56'5. One_.bread, onesbody.1,Corinthians 10:16-17 6.

Proclaiming the-Lord's-death. 1 Corinthians 11:23-26:7. Christ's suffering 1 Peter
Note: Each person will be delivered one on a'different occasion'regarding.Lord’s Supper.

not.all’at a‘time because time'is short-to-handle service. \
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41-FOOT WASHING

Foot washing is apowerful symbol. When we kneel/beforerone another as'Jesus oncedid,
and take someone’s feet'in our hands to wash them, we are taught important lessons of
humility; Fhrough'this ceremony, disagreements between-members can.be settled and

wrongs made right (Matthew 5:23). The water that.is pourediover our_feet by our partner

represents the spiritual-cleansing and refreshing that comes-when Jesus applies-His blood
to our lives. Foot washingsheuld be carefully planned. Basin, water, towels, adequate
space and Sseating, and‘Congemial’'surroundings need to be provided-by the deacons and
deaconess.

Visitors, new members; youth, and-children:should be tactfully encouraged to join the foot
washing, either to-participate or to observe. Assist people to-find partners-with whom they
can'share the.ceremony. Because-Foot washing can-be an occasion foer-making wrongs
right,.opportunities might be provided for.families.to share the ceremony together.
Alienation most often oecurs withinfamilies, perhaps between husband and wife, parents
and-children; or between children. The.ceremony of Foot washing is‘an excellent way for
families to make new beginnings.

Consider making provision for families-t0o take part together. When members.have
assembled ready-for"Foot washing,the*tceremony can-begin with prayer.There may be
some present who-would like to ask-forgiveness of thetr.partner for some-wrongthey have
committed. Encourage this kind-ef confession between participants. kn-some places
members sing hymns quietly as‘they.wash gach other’s.feet. Some partners likeito prayfor
each.other during the-ceremony. The-whole experience should be atime of sharing.and
joy that brings members together in unity.At the completion of the’Foot washing,
members may shake theshand of their-partners; or/embrace or kiss them;, accordingto the
local custom, for-showing-Christian-tove.

42-LORD'S SUPPER
{a} 1t works well-for  the congregation.to sing-a hymn as-they reassemble-and the:leader,
along with the assistants, take theirplacetbehind the €ommunion table.The servers will
follow.and be seated-in-the-front'seats.-You.may make seme-tntreductory.remarks.about
the Lord's Supper or begin your'short sermon accerding to whichever order of service
you-have chosen to follow.

{b} The bread is then uncovered and prayer. is offered for.God's blessingupon this symbol
of Jesus*body. The deaconsthen take the bread and,offer it.to members of the
congregation:“On their return, the elders and yourself are'served and'you lead the
congregation in eating the bread. The same_proceduresis followed fordistributing the fruit
juice=During the:serving-of the bread, hymns sung, passages-of Scripturesuch.as 1
Corinthians 11:23-26'may beread, hymns sung; testimonies given; special music

presented. N
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{c} In"'someaf,our churches the.deacons carry both the breadand juice on the one tray.

Weorshipers takethem together from the tray..Following the service, the-juice glasses are

inracks provided'intthe backs of the seats. By following.this method, theideacons need to

move through the congregation only once, eliminating activityextraneous to the‘purpose
of the ceremony:.

43. ENDINGTHE SERVICE
The communion service,should.end joyously. Wroengs have been righted. Sins have been
forgiven. Faith and hope have'been restored. Itis atime for‘rejoicing. Close the serviece
with bright, joyful'music. Dismiss the congregation by benediction or-silent prayer.
Following the serving, deacons and‘deaconesses should dispose of the leftover bread-and
juice in a respectful manner. In:no case should it beeaten’or drunk.

44, THOSE UNABLE TOATTEND
Often-there are.church members.unableito.attend communion because.of sickness,
isolation, old.age, or any number of.othergreasons. Elders and deacons should attempt.to
visit-these people and.offer them communion. If the person.is sick, Foot washing is not
usually ineluded:

45. GROUNBREAKING
A groundbreaking-service encourages.congregational-involvement and.unity in supporting
a building projeet. It'engenders enthusiasm-especially-if,the church hasdeeen planning,
praying,-and.giving for the'building over a'long period of time. At last tangible Is
happening.
(@) PLANNING THE SERVICE
Pastor and elders should work together in‘planning a groeundbreaking:
(b) SETTING THETIME
Groundbreaking-isnot entirely a religious service and-thus does:not belongon church
service day.-Sunday is oftensan-ideal time,
(c) INVATING,THE GUESTS
Conference/mission representatives should be invited. lzocal political and.ether community
leaders.might attend.-Pastors from other-churehes will semetimes.come. The-news.media
ought to be notifiedand encouraged to give liberal coverage.
(d) PREPARING THE SITE
The'site should be cleared. Perhaps@ platform needs te beerected-and aisound-system
Installed. If the.service is‘going:to-be long. Chairsimay be needed. Drawings.of the
proposed.building.should be prominently displayed. A-mockup.of the'structure will help
peoplewisualize it1f the'groundiis to-be broken with shovels, several should be provided.
Sometimes thesshovel'blades are painted gold or'silver. Alternatively, an earthmoving
machine may be-used-to-turn over-the first.dirt.
(e) An excellent plan: for includingcongregational participation is to break the ground with
a plow.‘A longrope is attached to-ityand the‘congregation pullsthe plow:through'th
ground creatinga beautiful symbol of a congregation pulling together.in the buildfig
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project. i.the building has been marked out ahead of time; a furrow can be plowed
around its perimeter and the building easily visualized'when the groundbreaking is
finished.
(fyORDER'OF SERVICE
The order of service suggested below may be used when the audience 1s.comfertably 25
seated and when you have planned for regular service."However, the.service could be
abbreviated, depending-upon local circumstances. Opening-=Many congregations.do not
singwell'outdoors. For, that'reason, congregational singing may be-omitted, especially.if
the group is'small. Prayer - Involve anon-the holy seed church pastoror a’leader in the
local congregation to offer.the prayer. Special song,sermonette.- This-ought to be.wery
brief. It should consist mostly. of a scripture reading anda litany«in which-€veryonecan
partiCipate. Ezra 3:10,.11; 6:14 Matthew 21:42; Acts 4:11; 1Corinthians 3:9-11;"1 Peter
2:4-8,.

Special'song, Speeches-Special guests:-may be invited.to-speak briefly, but-in view of the full
program they should befew in number,-Have someone.narrate-the history of-the church
or ofithe present.building project, and talk about.the immediate plans for beginning the

building. Groundbreaking -"Special participantsin breaking the first ground-usually
include the pastor; head elder, building committee chairperson, and representatives from
the conference /mission.and community. A child should be included as a‘representative of
the-church of the future..If the buildingis-a.school,.include-the schoolkboard chairperson,
principal,-and“a teacher. Special'song or hymn-of dedication Benediction.

(9)-STONELAYING
A stone laying service may take'place of groundbreaking. It is held after the building has
begun.and features the-laying of a stone-te-become part of-the foundation. The-service can
follow the'same-general order as for groundbreaking:
46. HOUSE,DEDICATION
PURRPOSE
The practice of house dedication.varies according to culture andthe wishes of each
individual family~The world . church-does not have.any-regular tradition-for 'such service:
Some family may-requestithe dedication when,purchase-or building theirfirst home, some
when.they pay off the mortgage and the home is truly-there: Still otherssask for.a house
dedication whenever-they.move to a different.home. Typically,the house-dedication is
held after the house is completed,the furniture installed, and probably the family moved
in. Such aservice-provides an excellent opportunity to-invitestheineighbors.to the special
occasion to get.acquainted with-them, andte establish ene’s family as'a Christian witness
In the meighberhood. This’is the,purposes of'dedicating a house: to set it aside to be
spiritual serviee to-the family.and‘their neighboerhood.

WHO OFFICIATES:
No:licensesor ordination-is.required for-house-blessing services-an-elder may.perform the
service,but should'do so with the knowledge-and cooperation of the pastor.

ORDER OF SERVICE
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# Attendees ofteniinclude non Christian neighbors. People typically gather‘in the living reom
of‘the home and.maythe rooem be crowded. Some willdikely bestanding-Thus, the'service
should usually be no more than 30sminutes indengthsThe following orderis suggested:
Congregation - This'should be considered optional, depending on:the situation.
Appropriate'songs. inelude "Happy the Home'“and "L.ove.at Home:"* Prayer.-Since'there
are three prayers.inithisshort service, the first and.last should be brief.and notirepeat the
prayer-of blessing. This:first prayer is for-the purpose of inveking God's presence.in the
service. History of house and family - This could.be given by a family member, perhaps
the head‘of the household. Message.- The message might includeScripture-such as
Genesis24:67,Psalm 127;2 Samuel 23715; Isaiah 657 21-24; 1Luke 10:38-42;"Micah 4:4.

A story or poetry. Litany such as‘asking questions.of the family eitheriinformally or in a
written litany and.reeeiving their answers as a family commitmentSuggested questions:
Do you pledge-to make this house.a place of you're,-where'the family-alter and daily
devotion.are revered? Do you pledge.to.make.this house a place.of family.love and.unity?
Do you pledge to make this*house a light and a.blessing te the community? Candle
ceremony- Your message couldclose with-the lighting of a.candle to'symbolize-the lightof
Jesus present in'this homeand the use of this‘house to let that light shine throughout the
neighborhood. The'candle can remain burning throughout the remainder-of the service.
Prayer of blessing.- The-family might kneel. with joined. hands.in a circle surrounding the
kneeling“pastor or elder. Others stand surrounding the family.

Include in your-prayer a blessing.on-the house, the family, and the neighborhood. Special
song:= Bless thisshouse™is-an idealsong for this setting.. Benediction - Perhaps a farmal
benediction such as Numbers 6:24-26 House tour = At this juncture the family may wish to
invite-guest.to tour the-house..Refreshments-are.gptional.

47. WEDDING
“Thefamily tie is the closest, the:most tender and.-sacred, of-any on earth. dt was.designed
to be a blessingto'mankind. And it.isa blessing whenever the marriage.covenants
entered into-intelligently, insthe.fact of God, andwith due consideration for its
responsibilities' “Every wedding shoeuld therefore be atime ofspiritually-renewal, joyful
celebration, and.individualized service to-the.couple and their families:

48"'DENOMINATIONAL GUIDELINES
Who officiates In‘chapter6 Qfficers‘and Their Duties,”the church manual stipulates, *'In
the-marriage-ceremony the charge, vows, and declaration-of'marriage are given only-by
an‘ordained minister‘except in those areas where division committees have.taken action to
approve.that'selected license or'commissioned ministers\who have been-erdained.in as
local elders may performithe marriage ceremony. Either-an ordained ministers, license or
commissioned.minister, ‘or a local elder may.officiate in delivering the sermonette, offering
the prayer, or in-giving-the-blessing:**-1n-other word werds;youw-as local elder-may-not
perform the entire service, but you may assist. As the ranking local leader your presence
and-interest can be/crucial. \
Pastors restricted ’
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here are some.circumstances where denominational guidelines forbid ministersto marry a
given couple. There are circumstances where pastors'-own‘consciences prevent them from
performingthe ceremony. Ineither case, couple may feelrejected.and chureh members
may misunderstand. There is ne'more important.or delicate‘time for-elders.to support
their pastors.
Spiritual ceremony
In-many countriesinthe-world a church-wedding involves-both a legal contractand a
spiritual’commitment. In other'countries.a religious ceremony cannot take place until.a
civil/legal ceremony“has taken place. Any wedding ceremony in‘which the secular
overshadows the spiritual should be considered inappropriatein. The Holy Seed Church.
Congregation guidelines
You or.your pastors should lead your church'in preparing wedding guidelines.Dgothis at.a
time when no request for a wedding has been réeceived and no feelings are likely to be
hurt./Give these-guidelines, along-witha wedding application should listspecifi¢c requests
of the couple and.reflect that the guidelines-have been read and will be followed."Study the
church Manual and minister's manual with your.church'board to make.them aware of
denominational‘marriage guidelines.

Then, based on these and local customs/tradition, draw up your church's‘own guidelines.
Items-you may. wish to-include: who may-be married.in.the-church; music.whether or not
thechurch’s wedding coordinator must-be used; decoration; candles; dress, photographs;
rice or confetti; reception; fees-equipment and services available from the church.
EXxceptions to the-guidelines must be few, and should-be'approved only-by a designated
committee. Pastors should not have tostake full responsibility for.dealing with the
aggravation expressed-by families whose-plans have been-contrary to the congregation"s
guidelines.

49, STUBY GUIDE
Note: Special servicesare justthat, special, and.they need to be planned and conducted as
such.'Normally-the pastor leads.out-and, as an.elder;you arethere tosassist him on.those
occasions.

KNOW
(a) Baptism is a'symbol of'death to the old life and the beginning of a new life in Jesus. It
demonstratesia person's.desire to become a‘-member of'God's family.
(b) Ftissimportant that new membersibecome bonded. into thechurch-community.and are
made to feel accepted and loved by;the congregation.

(e) Dedication-of a-child reminds«€ach-of us of God's'miracle of birth and the commitment
of parents and congregation to support and help "fraise up a'child inthe'way heshould
go."

() Communion is.one of thesmost solemn and-yet joyous-occasions in our churches=While
It is a time_that calls for heart-searching andforgiveness, it is also a time of
encouragement andsspiritual renewal=Assisting or/leading this special service isione of‘e

deepest spiritualdutiesof an elder: @?\J



(€)*The holy Seed Church abserve-open‘communion./Anyone desiring topartake of the
emblems of our keord’s death/is weleome to participate: (f) An elder candoe agent.of
spiritual blessing to those*who are unable toattend Communion by visiting and holding.a
simple Communion format with.them.

(9). The time of a death and planning of‘ithefuneral is.an important time.of ministry by an
elder-Itis important to-be-sensitive_to a family's needs, culture,-and traditions-during this
time.

(h) A-new parish induction is a'special service that-anly elders can perform. ThisS service,
and the subsequent'support of the new pastor, can-help minimize the-difficulties of
transition for both'the congregation‘and the new pastoer and his family. I¥you do not

emphasize.this significant service, no-one will.

{I}Prayer for thesick is‘another form of ministry through which an elder can be a great
blessing to the people.<Those prayers can.come during visitation or throughaformal
aneinting service. A wedding.is a.time of spiritual renewal; joyfulcelebration, and

individualized service.tothe couple and their families.

504THIS QUESTIONS ARE SAMPLEHOW TO'STUDY'YOUR BIBLE

(1) What are the steps in-preparing someone.for baptism? What are your responsibilities in
that preparation?(2)"What are the fourbasic purposes.of<child dedication?(3) Whatis
the different between a church dedication’and a church opening? (4).What are ways that

anelder can help outiin.the planningofiachurch dedication? (5) What-does “open
communion* 'mean? (6) How seon shouldsyou Vvisit the.family after you hear ofithe death
of-a-family member?2-(7) What are the-three suggestions for-smoothing the transition of @
new pastor? (8)-List the steps involved in an‘anointing service. (9) Why:it is it important te
have wedding guidelines forgyour church?,Why should-this be done when.no wedding are
being-planned?

51. GUIDELINES'HOW TO . HANDLE PRACTICLE
(@ What are some-things you.could de-tomake\a person's baptism more special?(b).Come
up with a samplesformat for a baby-dedication, and what the church can do tangibly for
the-family.and child:-(c)What could be-done for the children-during a\communion.service
to help them understand and experience in their own way Its meaning?(d) Write'out plan
for visiting and supporting a person-in.grief over a death..(e)dn what/practical wayscan
you help your._congregation smoothithetransition-of aynew pastor?-What canyeu do-to
bury the old? How-can you help suppart the idea of netreplacingtoo soen? 1n whatways
canyou'celebrate the new?

52. BREAK OUT; SESSION'QUESTIONS\FOR GROUP DISCUSSION
(1)-Ona-person’s baptismal.day, what-things-can you do.personally to help-him/herbecome
bonded into the church' community and made to feel accepted? What are things your
church might do-teshelp bond and-communicate its aceeptance and love?Whatare sow

things you could-do-to make a'person's-baptism more special?
N\



(2)'Whatrare'some specific things you have done/seen in relationto making achild
dedicationspecial?
(3) How.might'you help increasesparticipation of more' members in cammunion?
(4Y'What does "“The Holy Seed Church observe epen communion®'“mean to you?
(5)-What-specific-help-couldyou be-to/aspastor during-times of funeralsand.weddings?
What are some ways you might'support a family during the time.of adeath?
(6), How-do you feel about.the concept of not.replacing a pastor.for around three-months?
(7) What might you'do.to welcome a new.pastor to your congregation?
(8) What are'some ways-to help*your congrégationssmooth the"transition of a new pastor?
What ean you do to bury-the old?

53. FUNERAL A DIVERSITY.OF TRADITION
Beeause of the wide/diversity of cultures-represented in.our-churches around-the waorld,
there are many.different customs,observed following-the death of a member: Every society.
creates rite that.gives €xpression.to.grief;show respect for the deceased,.and provide
support for.those whosmourn: As a churgh leader, it.is impertant that you honor these
traditions and minister to those who grieve in a'way that.is‘meaningful to'them. Some
members of your congregation may come from very different backgroeunds than yours
and you must'be/sensitive toitheir grief traditions. However, you should move away:from
traditional customs that.go contrary. to Christian principles-and biblical understandings
en-death, especially those customs that infer the immartality of the soul or-the*honoring of
the spirits.

(@) ORDER OF SERVICE
Despite the diversity of-funeral rites, the-eceremony should-include.certain Christian.values
and‘practices. Time should be.given for prayer and for the reading.of appropriate
sCripturalipassages. Mourners'should:be encouraged to.look to Jesus as the congqueror of
death.and the.One who-has the-power to-raise the-dead. \Words of comfort based.on the
sure promises of Ged's Word should be‘shared.Help the mourners'to leave the ceremony
withrhope rather than«despair.

The following suggested order of service may adapted tofit the custems of your
community: Music.Seripture.reading.Prayer Life story of-the-deceased (obituary) Music
Testimonies Phetograph church, family and friends Sermon (15-30 minutes) Committal of

the body-(if the service is‘held atithe graveside).Music Closing‘prayer
(b)-VASIT THE FAMILY
Visit the family as'soon as pessible.after you hear of the.death of @ member."Show your
sympathy.and’sorrow in the.culturally acceptable way.-Y ou may.share with them seme-of
God's promises (John'11:25,1 Corinthians 15:51-57; 1" Thessalonians 4:16)-and pray with
them! Perhaps the most helpful thing that'you can'dao.s just to.sit with them; even if you
are unable to say-anything=As an elder you.represent-Christ-and Christianity to.them.
Your mere presence will bring comfort and assurance, Take your spouse along. Women
arefusually superior to men in' such-eircumstances, especially at consoling-women an\
children: AN
(Tl e\
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- (€) OFEER'GHURCH SUPPORT -

There aremany ways you and the church members can assist grieving families. Relation
can.be located.and notified of the death, food can be-prepared;‘telephones answered, small
childrencaredfor,.and funeral details-arranged. In-some-countries, there are funeral
directors in the.community who.care for @ll aspects.of a:funeral. In such cases; you can
assistthe grieving family;:by contacting and.negotiating with-the-funeral director.-In areas
where thereare no funeral directors, you can offer ‘the suppart ofithe church'in,preparing
the body for-the funeral. Never force the help of‘the’church-on a grieving family, but'let
them know that there is.support that they can depend-on if they wish.

(d) THE FUNERAL SERVICE WHQ OEEICIATES
Uswually nolicense. is«requiredfor condueting a funeral. Inithe absence of-a/minister, an
elder may lead-out. This should.net.be done, however, without the pastor's approval. An
elder orfriend of.the family may be.called on-to assist.the minister in the.service.by giving
the ebituary, prayer. ln some places the pastor or elder whe conducts the funeral must
make sure praper death certificates are.obtained from civil-authorities before-interment,

54i HELPEUL BIBLE PASSAGES
The Following May-Prove Helpful.In Yeur Preparation Of A Scripture,Reading Or
Sermon: (a)General:=*Job 14:1-2, 14:15;"Psalms 23:1-4,-Psalms 27:4-5, 13-14;"Psalms46;
Psalms 90;Psalms.91:1-2, 11-12;.Psalms 121; Isaiah-35:3-10; Isaiah 40:28-31; Isaiah 43:1-
2;.John 14 1-6;\Romans 8:14-39;.1 Corinthians 2:9-10; T:Carinthians-15:51-55;
Philippians 3:20-.21;'1 Thessalonians 4;13=18; 1Thessalonians 5:1-11; Hebrews4:14-16; 2
Peter 3:8-14; Revelation 7:15-17 Revelation 14:13; \Revelation 21:1-4; Revelation 22:1-5,
(b) Funeral of a'child: 2 Samuel 12:16-23; Mark 10:13-16 (c) Funeral of a young‘person:
Ecclesiastes 30 11:6-10; Ecclesiastes12; leuke7:11-15.(d) Funeral of a godly woman:
Proverbs 31:10-31; Acts.9:36-42; Matthew.26:10-13. () Funeral of the elderly::Genesis
5.24; Genesis 15:15; Matthew 11:28; 1 Timothy.4:6-8.

NEW-FILDINDUCT ION
The holy Seed Church tends to take for granted the.acceptance of a new pastor in the field
and-community. As-a-resultinew pastors-are left alone to-work their way into-the.affection
of church members. Not enough emphasis is placed on assisting the bonding process
between new pastors and their congregations. Some-special services only.pastors €an
perform; elders cannot."A.new-parish induetion is-a.special service only elders; assisted-by
conference/mission leaders; can perform; pastors cannot. If. yousdo not.emphasizethis
significant'service, very.possibly-no one will.

(@) DIFFICULTTIES OF TRANSITION
The transition of a.pastoral-family from:one-parish to another-may engender.anticipation
and'enthusiasm on the'part of‘both family and parish. However, the change can be
delicate and-difficult: 1t is invariably accompanted.by some degree-of grief. \
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" (b) CONGREGATIONAL GRIEF ’
In marriage, a loss'through:divorce maybe more devastating than.a loss through death, for
in divorge the loved one choeoses ta'leave. As aresult.onefeels rejectiondeads to anger.
Likewise, when a pastor-chooses to move from one-parish to‘another;the congregation
feels some degree of grief, rejection, and-anger:**What iswrongwith us?"/*Why would
our pastor want to leave us?" "1 _got hurt loving the last pastor. | am not'going to love the
new-one and get hurt-again." If the previous pastor did not.choose to leave, but.was
arbitrarily-reassigned by the eonference/mission, the congregation-may be angry at the
conferencerand reset the replacement. If‘the previous pastoer was not-appreciated, the
congregation may feel distrust of-and anger toward-all ministers. People tend to resent
and resist change-€specially conservative people, and these. make up a large portion-of
most congregations. New pastors invariably represent change. Therefore, there may be
some temptation to resent and'resist.the-new pastor.

() PASTORAL-FAMILY GRIEF
The pastoral family has much'mare to grieve over than the church family. They get
uprooted- an‘experience especially devastating to spouse and-children. They move intoa
new town'and a-strange hause, with financial and socials trains. The children have to start
In.a new school.The spouse may have to hunt-for a'new job. Most/serious of.all, the
pastoral family has had.to leave their friends. Where the congregation may be-grieving
the loss of one family, the new family-is grieving the-lossof all their friends in their
previous parish. All of this adds-up to potential preblems during pastoral‘transitions,

(d) SMOOTHING THE TRANSITON
Some-suggestions for-smoothing the bury-the old. The old -must be set'aside before the new
can be accepted.”The congregation-Can express'its appreciation‘and verbalize its grief over
losingsthe outgoing.paster through a well-promoted and.attendedfarewell.-Do not replace
too-seon. Some may feelthat new pastor-must assume responsibilities. immediately after
the formerpastor-leaves. Research, however, indicates that it typically takesabout three
months before a congregation’is ready«to-welcome a_newspastor:

This interim\period gives time for.ehurch members to separate themselves emotionally
from-the.former pastoral family. It also-provides a\unique-opportunity for-the-latent lay
leadership of the parish to.emerge. Meanwhile, the congregation rediscovers its need to be
pastured. Celebrates the new. Conference/missions and.congregations should make the
serviee of installing a new pastor asisighificant an-event as pessible-Justias.a weddingis
an important symbolic act publicly. establishing'a new home,.an installation’servicedfor a
pastor is.an important symbolie/act-publicly establishing a new pasterate. One different,
though, is that'the bride,can planher ownwedding:"Pastors cannot planitheir own
installation. Elders and ‘conference/mission officials must take.the responsibility..Eldersor
other-congregational leaders should.not do-it-by themselves,as pastors are-employed and
assigned by the conference. Conference officials must not do it by themselves, asthough
they are‘@authoritatively imposing thespastor on the congregation. The congregation is \

community, a«church-family. e B ’
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The'eonference representative is normally-not aimember of‘that family and thus can-hardly
welcome the newgpastor to it« Too oftenthe conference/mission official makes only adrief
introduction of the new pastoral family on'morning-Glory..The church'thenplans only‘a
secular, social event’as-a welcome. It.is far betterto have /aformal, spiritual installation

service. In some situations pastors and members of other churches in.the area may be

invited.

PASTORAL INSTALLATION SERVICE
Ideally:the installation service should be partof the Sunday warship service, when:most
members.are/present. The suggested service below emphasizes introduction’of the entire
pastoral family. Certain pastoral families.might notprefer this much public exposure, but
some agreeable emphasis should be-placed on'welcoming-the whole family/ Fhe pastor’s
family,-not the pastor, is.;most'likely to feel unwelcomed. Introduction of
conference/mission representative.- Theshead elder.should-introduce the conference
representative as.coming to,present. the new pastoral family.

()

(f):Conference representative’s remarks:

The conference representativesshould’explain the'purpose-of the installation service: to help
bond-the church and pastoral family together and to dedicate.the new.pastor church team
to ministering i the community.<The'conference leader'shouldalso introduce each
member of-the pastor's family,-presenting a brief-biographical sketeh.of each. An
additional option:-the conference leader may. presentte the pastor a tray-with a highted
candle foreach church in the parish; and then a charge to keep the lights.shining brightly
and_help them grew.in.aumber. \Welcome.by local elder:-The.elder speaks-for the
congregation in welcoming the pastor. The'entire pastoral family may be invited to the
platferm din which-Casesithe elder's spousemay well give-a speciallwelcometo the pastor's
spouse. A-child; youthileader, or churehschool teacher from the congregation.could
welcome the pastor’s children.

(g)-Lutany =\Elders:

We come on this day to open a new chapter in the history of our church, the beginning of a
new-pastorate. Congregation: We'have-received gifts from-God,«who has.egquipped.us for
ministry, and provided a new pastor to lead, train, and encourage us. Pastoral Family: We

come/seeking-to.serve you in lifting upJesus Christ.that together wemightigrow.
Congregation: We-invite you te.lead-us.in eur-walking with God-

(h)-Pastoral Family
We seekiyour love as-we bécome partof this church family. Congregation:“We wish to hayve
you aspart of.our family, and we open our_hearts to you. Conference Representative (to
pastor):-God has giventoyou the challenge-of-leading these people in their preparation
for the soon coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Pastor: | accept this challenge. Under God;
Ispledge to do my-best always to lift-Him up., Conferencesrepresentative:-As.a church, NJ

face the challenge of presenting the gospel to'your community, @R’



Congregation and-Pastor: \WWe accept-this'challenge to present the living Christthrough our
lives and our ministries. All. We/covenant, before Christaand each-other this'day, toplace
Christ'first, to seek the guidance of His Spirit, and to work together for the hastening of
his.<eoming. Installation Prayer: The.pastoral family might-face the congregation withsithe

conference representative on one side of them and.the head elder on.the other. Other
elders.or church leaders:may be invited forward to form.a human chain frem-the-pastor
and elderon the platform to the first pew. Everyone, including the'congregation, isithen
invited to join hands and kneeltogether for the installation prayer.“This act symbolizes.a
uniting of pastor and people.-The head elder prays, inviting the congregation®s
ecommitment in supporting the new/pastor. The conference/mission representative prays,
officially installing the pastor as congregation leader.

T hesconference representative then leads-the elders in' weleoming the new-pastoral family
with a handshake. Pastor’'s Sermon /\Church welcome after the service.closes, as the
congregation leaves the sanctuary,.members.welcome.the pastoral family.. A feHowship
meal provides an excellent closing to.the installation.

(i)PRAYER FOR SICK
The booksof James-tells,us that if any‘membergds sick.*'lcet him call for the'elders of the
chureh, and let them pray over him aneinting him with oil-in.the name of the-l.ord. And
the prayer of faithrwill save the sick;"and the Lord willraise him up. And“if he has
committed sinsy-he will be forgiven*-(James 5:14-15).

Hereis another form ofiministry availablesto elders that canbring great.blessing to your
people. Prayer ought-te-be at the ‘heart-of-every elder's ministry, and prayer for-thesick is
a significant'part of such a prayer ministry. When you visit'the sick; you should'be
mindful, not only-of their physical condition, but of their spiritual condition as well./Often
during.iliness,.people feel.helpless and discouraged: Sometimes their-faith.waves.and they
need your encouragementand reminder that God lovesthem. The formalanointing
service is reserved for those withrsignificant physieal-illness. However; the textasks, "Is
anyone-among you sick?"*<l+do/notiask, '*Is anyone among you deing?"’

The-aneinting service-ought.not tobe used-for every frivoleus-physical complaint:-l1t.should
be reserved forserious illness, but not just for fatal-iliness. In some places, anointing has
become almost-a.lostirite because-of.theitraditions of-semeinon-the holy-seedichurch
denominations:that have used-aneinting-as though-it were-a.last rite:

() WHO OFEICIATES
The sickishouldscallfor the elders«ofthe'church. Local elders may,officiate"at\an anointing
service in the'absence of .a ministerybut should do'so with'the pastor's approval..ldeally. a
minister leads out;.assisted by-the presence and. prayers.of.available-glders:

¥ X

(k) PREPARING FOR THE.SERVICE



Whereheld. An anointingserviee may be held in church, home, nursing-home, or hospital.
If in'a hospital, it'should.be conducted so as not to-interfere with thephysician and
hospital staff. Length and fermality of the service/depend on the place itiistheld andthe
condition of the recipient: Who attends?.In‘addition:to the minister and the elders, it may
be well forothers-having a special gift ofsprayer to be present. The recipient might wish to
Invite praying.friends. Non- Christian.family or friends are usually not invited; but need
not be.asked to leave if present. Those'who:lead out should have a serious commitment to
Christ, believe firmly in'divine healing, and have prepared 33 their hearts for the
occasion. Preparing the recipient. "' If I regard ‘iniquity’in. my heart, the Lordwill not
hear™ (Psalms 66:18).

Encourage the'sick person to examine, his/her life before the-anointing..An excellent way'to
prepare forthe Serviee is for the individual tostudy the chapter **Prayer-for<the sick**in
The Ministry.of\Healing. Respect the privacy of-personsnot waiting-to speak too
specifically about their allment. On'the other hand,.you should learn as.much.as the
recipient'is comfortable.in sharing soyour.prayer can be specific.

(N ©ORDER OFSERVACE
Preliminary remarks. As leader, you should explain to‘the group the purpose of.anointing
and-how it takes place.~The recipient might be invited to testily to he/her,faith-and give
the*reason for requesting healing. If-the'sick person is not'too critical to warrant a brief
service, take time to read from the-scriptures the prerequisites to divine-healing. These
include:

1.-Belief that God can-and.does heal. 2.-Confession of sin-3-Commitment to-healthful
living: Much illness results from habits of living. Assure the sick that God freely forgives
our sins of'ithe'past,.put it is presumptuous;to ask Him to-healourgbodiesifwe intend to,go
on abusing them. 4. Withiagness-to use human means: ""Every-good gift and every.perfect
gift’is fromabove™(James 1:17). God.may already have.ungifted some physician to who
He will lead the-sick person for healing..God worksimiracles, but He often.chooses to work
themithrough gifts\He places in human hands. 5. Trust God's answer. Semetimes,God
heals immediately, sometimes slowly, sometimes not until Christ's Second Coming. If the
afflicted person is net-healed.immediately; -t ought not to-be-interpreted as-a-sign.either of
the individual’s spiritual'weakness or of God"s unwillingness to heal. The service'should
climax with the certainty that everythingshasibeen placed in God's hands-and that/God
canbestrusted.. Scripture:to be-read or excerpted-couldiinclude: James 5:44-16;"Numbers
21:8-9; psalms 103:1-5; Psalms 407: 19-20; Mark 16:15-20:
There anointing prayer. If.youareleading out youshould have.a smallvial of olive.oil.
Everyone kneels.“The recipient maywish toipray. If so;"he/she'should probably pray first.
Other.designated leaders pray in turn, You pray last=As you.begin to pray, place a little
oilen-the fingertips of your hand.-Near-the-close\of your prayer, apply-the oil-tothe
forehead of the one youare aneinting. This symbolizes the Holy Spirit's touching the
afflicted in a specifie.and special way:==LhelHoly Seed.Church:do not follow:or support the
practice of'some who'apply.oil-to'the part of the‘body in Which. the infirmity e@%



little time for gettingracquainted and social; fellowship might precede the anointing, but
should net follow it: Leave while asspirit of reverence/prevails and the presence of God
permeates the roem.
A'WORD OF ENCOURAMENT
We end this Constitution and Rules where we began, with an@appeal for.all elders to take
up-the challenge of vibrant, spiritual church leadership. Youtr ministry Is vital-to the
ongoing growth and development of the church. Because of the unigque leadership talents
the Holy Spirit has given you, yeu'can make a tremendous difference. Consecrate yourself
to Christ'daily and learn an:Him fer grace and guidance. “The elders who are among you
I exhort: Shepherd the floeck of Godwhich isamongyeu, serving-as overseers, not:by
constraint but willingly,-not for dishonest.again buteagerly;-nor as being lords-over those
entrusted to'you, but-being examples. to-the flock; and when the Chief Shepherd appears,
you will receive.the crown of glory that does not fade.away® (1 Peter.5:1-4). The Bible
says “All 34 have.sinned.and fall short of the.glory of. God.** God is perfect.and-holy and
our sins separate usgfrom God forever, The Bible says "*The wages of sin is death,™
{Romans 3:1-'31}.. The good news is that, about 2,015 years'ago God sent His-0nly Son
Jesus'Christ to die for our'sins. Jesus Is the Son of God. He lived a sinless life and‘then
died on the cross to pay. thepenalty for our sins.''God demonstrates/His own leve for us
In‘that while:we were-yet sinners - Christ-died for us;"" {Johnil:1-13}. Jesus rose-from the
dead and now Helives in heaven with God His Father.-Heoffers us the gift of'eternal life
of. living forever-with Him in heaven.if\we accept Him-as our Lord and-Savior. Jesus said
“"I'am the way,the\truth,-and the life:; Noone comes-to-the Father except-by Me." God

55. THE-COMING OF. THE KINDOM {Luke-Chapter 17}.

{a} 20°And when he was'‘demanded of the Pharisees, when the kingdom of God should
come; heanswered-them and said, The kingdom of God:cometh not with-obseryvation: 21
Neither.shall-they say,l-o.herel.or, loitherelfor, beholdythe-kingdom-of God is-‘within you.
22 And he'said untothe disciples, TThe‘days will'come, when ye shall desire to see one of
the days of thesSon.of man, and ye-shall not see [it]«#23-And they shallssay-toyou, See here;
or; see'there: go net afterithem]nor-follow:[them].,24-For as the lightning; thatlightened
out of the one [part] under heavenyshineth unto the other [part] under.heaven;.so shaill
also-the Sen of man-be-in-his.day. 25 But-first.must he suffer-many things,.and-be.rejected
of this generation. 26 And-as it was in the days of Noe, so shall Tt 'be also in the days of the
Son of man. 27 They.didweat; they drank, they married-wivesthey were given inmarriage,
until-the day-that Noe-entered into.the ark;-and theflood came;and-destrayedthem all--28
L.ikewise also as it was in thesdays of Lot; they did eat; they drank; they bought, they'sold,
they plantedsthey. boiled; 29 Butthe.same day. that Lot went out.of Sodom it rained fire
and brimstone from heaven, and destroyedi[them]all:"30\Even thus shall'it be inithe day
when thie Son‘of man is revealed.

{a}The cross'of Jesus Christ {1"Corinthians 1:18-21} Lest any should say that I'had
baptized in mine-own name. And-Fbaptized also thehousehold of Stephan's: besides
know'not.whether | baptized any.other. For Christ.sent me not to.baptize, but to

Concluding the service. As soom.as'the prayer seasonends, say yourgoodbyes and leave. A
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the-gospel=not with wisdom+ef words, lest the eross of Christ should be madeof none
effect For the preaching of the cross is'to them that perishfoolishness; but tnto uswhich
are saved-it is the power of God. For.t is written, 1 will.destroy the wisdomrof the wise;
and will bring-to nothing'the understanding of the. prudent. Where is the wise? Where'is
thesscribe?Where.is the disputer of-thissworld? Hath-not'Ged made foolish/the wisdom of
thisworld? For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom.Kknew not God, it
pleased God-by:the foolishness-of preaching.to save-them that belieye:

{b} Matthew 24:35-38 Context: Now learn a'parable'of the fig-tree; When his branch is'yet
tender,and putted forth leaves, ye know that summer is'nigh:'So likewise ye, when ye
shall see all these things, know-that it is'near, even at the-doors. Verily | say‘unto you, this
generation shall not-pass, till all'these things are fulfilled.-Heaven and earth-shall pass
away, but my words-shall not'pass away: But of that day and hour’knoweth-no man, no,
not the angels.of heaven, but my.Father only. But.as-the'days of Noel.were, so shall also
the-coming of the.Sen-of.man be. For as-inithe days that were before the. flood they were
eating and'drinking, marrying and giving in marriage,.until the daythat. Noel enteredinto
the-ark 35{c} Proverbs 30:5-6 Contexts:{d} Every word.of God is‘pure: he.is:a shield
unto them that put their trust in-him. {e}Add thou-not unto his\words; lest he reprove
thee, and thou beffound a liar.

NOTE: This verse-affirms tree propositions: 1..The heavens and earth will pass away. 2.
Christ's words-will not pass away-and the word of Ged shall stand forever.™ 3. Everyone
who believes the word ofiwill receive-internal-life. *'Lord Jesus, | believeyou areithe Son
of Gad. Thank you for dying on.the.cross for my sins..Pleasesforgive:my.sins'and give me
the-gift of eternal life~kFask.you'in to my-life and heart to-be-my L ord and Savior. lL.want
to serve you always ever and ever-Amen." | welcome'you all to'feel free before your Lord
as you as you/join.us to fellowship together in prayers..l-request you to remain humble in
order-to follows hew prayers are being conducted.There are-the chosen servants.of God
who will'assist you'in prayers, remember where you have come from, whatyou have
passed through;-they didn't cause1s.to happen to you;-instead understand that'that they
aretelling yousis-a-revelation from God. For this reason;-you should be coeeperative; avoid
complaining, murmuring, gosping and enmity {Galatians 5:16-26.} According.to our
procedures, when-you-enter into the-churchyplease switeh-off-your phone-oer-put.it on
silent made of.on voice mail. For-any recording, you must ask for permission before you
start recording. You must also takepart in prayers notsitting.idle and knew that blessing
do net.come fully.unless:youssubmit.yourself into prayers --Matthew7:7:
Anythingyou see or‘notice during service or in‘prayers;you are requested.to ask before
you have the'church, because you-are not aware so that that you can'understand.your
Prayers.iln case of the occurrenee of-anything.youwill'be liable becauseyou/didinot ask:
He that covered.his sins shall not prosper: but whoaso.confessed and for saketh them shall
have-mercy." Proverbs-28:143. The conditions-ef obtaining merey of God.are simple and
just and reasonable. The LCord does not require us to do some grievous‘thing in order that
we may-have the forgiveness-of sin, \ ’
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“We need not make long and wearisome pilgrimages, or perform painful penances, to
commend.our transgression; but he-that'confessed andforsakes his sin shall"have mercy.
The apostle says, *Confess your sinsitosGod, who.only eanforgive them, andwyour faultsto
one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed.” James 5:16. Confess
your sins‘torGod;.whe-only ¢an forgive.them, and your faults to one another.«If yourhave
givenioffense to.your friend or neighbor, you are to.acknowledge your.wrong, and it is his
duty freely-te-forgive you.

Then you are'to seek the forgiveness of God, because the brother yourhave wounded is ‘the
property.of God; and'in injuring him you sinned against his Creator and Redeemer. The
case is braught before the only true‘mediator, mediatorour great high priest, who"was
In allpoints tempted like as we are, yet without sin,** and who'is ** and'who is.'*touched

with the feeling-of our infirmities,;" and is ableto cleanse-from every stain.of iniquity.
Hebrews 4:15;




GOD'IS WALKING WITH HIS PEOPLE
DISCOVER YOUR DESTINY IN YOUR LIFE!!!

THE FIRST CHURCH IN THE GARDEN OF EDEN: God had happy sabbath in a very beautiful
garden of Eden with Adam and Eve, He blessed and gave them power to rule the whole World -
Genesis 2:1-25

THE SECOND CHURCH BY NOAH: God chose Noah to built up the Ark to save the whole
universe, but only 8 people were saved and God made a covenant that will not destroy again by
water instead by fire. He gave them a sign of Rainbow - Genesis 9:1-29

THE THIRD CHURCH BY ABRAHAM: He got favour from God after giving his son Isaac as
sacrifice, being the only son. Instead God gave him a lamb so he was blessed and called father of
FAITH. His seed shall be like stars of Heaven - Genesis 21:1-7;22:1-15

THE FORTH CHURCH BY JACOB: After wrestling over night with an angel. He demanded to be
blessed and he was given the name ISRAEL. Genesis 28:10-12. Remember God does not see
people being rich or poor but He searches broken hearts. Because Jacob was a cattle keeper, he
was given blessing by God through his father instead of Isaac giving to his son Essau as the first
born. 1 Samuel 16:7

THE FIFTH CHURCH CALLED ISRAEL BY MOSES: God Chose him to deliver sons and
daughters of Israel from the hands of Egyptians and bring them to Caanan. Which took them 40
years instead of 40 days because of their disbelief. We understand that Joshua and Caleb reached
as they lead the Israel people. Joshua 5:6

THE SIXTH CHURCH IS CALLED JOURNEY FOLLOWERS BY JOHN THE BAPTIST: Who was
chosen by God to prepare the way for Jesus Christ. He preached good news preparing the people
to meet Jesus Christ until he saw him coming, then he said "look, this is the Lamb of God who
takes away the sins of people" So john the Baptist fulfilled the Prophecy. - John 1:29-34

THE SEVENTH CHURCH IS CALLED CHRISTIANS BY JESUS CHRIST HIMSELF and his
disciples converted many people upto now we're christians. John 1:35-51. After the death of
Jesus, the disciples took 70 years to start naming churches like EPHESUS, SMYRNA, PERGATUM,
THYATIRA, SARDIS, PHILADELPHIA AND LAODICEA ETC. These are the first seven churches that
were founded by the disciples. Since then we have millions of churches preparing people to meet
our LORD JESUS CHRIST. Revelation 1:1-20; 2:1-29 and 3:1-22

THE HOLY SEED CHURCH

NEEMA EVANGELISM CENTRE

GLOBAL HEALING MINISTRIES: Is a religious organization movement that is like arrows in a
soldiers hand. Happy is the man who has many such arrows. He will never be defeated when he
meets his enemies in the place of judgement - Psalms 127:1-5
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